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The Effect of the Existence and Expansion of a Cemetery on Its
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(Case study: of Imamzadeh Soltan Ebrahim Cemetery of Quchan City)
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Table 1: Previous studies related to Cemeteries

The contents are stated

The authors’ names

Year

In a study entitled “The Impact of Cemeteries on the Environment and Public Health”, they
addressed this issue.

In a study entitled “Cemetery Placement Strategies in Cities of the Country”, the researcher
first reviews cemeteries plans for comprehensive urban plans and then describes
cemeteries location criteria and the different stages of defining and applying layers.

In an article titled “Environmental and legislative aspects concerning existing and new
cemetery planning “, the environmental factors of Cemeteries and in particular the impact
of burial methods on them are discussed.

In an article entitled “ Planning for the disposal of the dead “ the researchers have addressed
this issue and believe that just as planners plan for the living in the city, proper planning
must be done for the dead.

In the article "Integrating AHP Model and IO Logic into GIS for New Urban Equipment
Placement", Hierarchical analysis (AHP) Model and (Index Overlay) Logic using GIS
were combined to present a model for urban equipment location including cemeteries in
the city. This model is then applied to the city of Sanandaj to select the most suitable
construction site for cemeteries.

In an article entitled "How to Improve the Status of Cemeteries in the Socio-Cultural
Dimensions of Sustainable Urban Development in Iran", they first focus on the cultural
aspect of sustainable development. Then, with an understanding of the social and cultural
role of cemeteries in the city, along with awareness of the social, cultural and

Ucisik and
Rushbrook

Ahmad Farhadipour

Arnold Santarsiero et
al.

Basmajian and
Coutts

Habibi and Koohsari

Saeed Haghir and
Yalda Shoohani zad

1998

2009

2000

2010

2011

2011
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The contents are stated

The authors’ names

Year

environmental aspects of sustainable development, they have discussed ways to promote
the role of cemeteries in Iranian cities towards achieving sustainable development.

In the study "Role of Environmental Characteristics In Optimum Location of Regional
Cemetery in The Functional Urban Area Compact of Nour -Royan- Izadshahr, Mazandaran
Province ", the researchers investigate the role of environmental factors in determining
optimal location of regional cemeteries in Noor-Royan-Izadshahr practical urban areas,
Mazandaran province.

In a study entitled, “Multi criteria decision making based on DEMATEL and ANP
techniques to select the optimum location for cemeteries, Isfahan City, Iran” the social,
economic and environmental criteria are considered for locating cemeteries.

In a study titled "The Study of the Process of Matching Tombs and Monuments with
Iranian-Islamic Culture”, the researchers have addressed the fact that there was no
significant tradition of tombs before Islam, but with the advent of Islam, this type of
architecture gradually entered the architectural cycle, which is in terms of importance and
number are after mosques. The earliest tombs in Iran were domed rectangular buildings,
but by the end of the fourth century AH. they gained their image despite the towering
tombs, and it was in the Seljuk era this form was the dominated form. The tombs were
built and evolved in every era inspired by the earlier period.

In an article entitled “Urban cemetery planning and the conflicting role of local and
regional interests” through a case study of four areas, they have examined the past and
present problems of planning Australian Sydney cities, and have finally concluded that a
concurrent view of regional interests must be made, and there are different expectations
and plans for the type of cemeteries.

In the study "Evaluation of Necessity of Environmental Impact Assessment of Cemeteries
", investigated the necessity of evaluating environmental impacts of cemeteries has. Been
investigated.

The article Planning and Development of Tourism in the Historic, Cultural and Religious
Takht Foolad Cemeteries” deals with the planning and development of tourism in the
historical, cultural and religious Takht Foolad.

In an article titled “City cemeteries as cultural attractions Towards an understanding of
foreign visitors’ attitude at the National Graveyard in Budapest” ", the researcher aims to
relocate urban cemeteries in tourism offerings and demonstrates their value as cultural
tourism products that can enrich the experience of visitors.

In a study called “Vertical cemeteries”, it has been asked whether Vertical cemeteries are
suitable for burying the dead in urban areas.

In an article entitled “Place For Death, Reconnaissance Potential Area For Cemetery In
Shiraz”, the criteria needed to locate and adaptation to the measures mentioned above in
line with Shiraz urban complex design is investigated and is identified via weighted
combinations of relevant layers..

In a study entitled “Using Fuzzy Logic Functions in GIS for Site Selection of Urban
Cemeteries in Pars Abad (Ardebil Province)” sue to insufficient capacity of existing
cemeteries, the new cemetery locating has been done by fuzzy logic in Arc GIS format.

In the study " Cultural and Social Landscapes of Milan Monumental Cemetery Based on
an Urban Public Open Space Approach " examines the cultural and social landscapes of
Milan cemeteries with urban open space approach

In the article “Using Fuzzy Delphi Analytic Hierarchy Process and Geographic
Information System in Cemetery Site selection (GIS)(Case Study: Likak City)’the
cemetery has been located using Fuzzy Delphi Analytical Hierarchy and GIS.

The article "Principles of Architecture of Tombs in Iran" points to some of the common
principles of tomb architecture in spite of the fundamental differences in different periods,
forms, and roles.

Ismaili et al.

Tabheri et al.

Goodarzi, Ghaffari
Nikkho

P.j. Davies; G.
Bennett

Avishan et al.

Zahedi et al.

Brigitta Pécsek

Wahyu P. Hariyono

Goli et al.

Gholam Ali Khmer
and Vahid Pasban
Isalou

Behzad Masodiasl

Rezai et al.

Massoudi asl et al.

2011

2014

2014

2015

2015

2015

2015

2015

2016

2016

2016

2018

2018
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Introduction and Statement of the problem: Having a space for keeping humans’
soul-less bodies in towns creates spaces called cemeteries that was respected in the past
and existed in the main structure of the city because the connection between the world
of the living and the dead was much greater. Today, because of fear of death and lack
of connection between cities and cemeteries, these spaces are known as rejected spaces.
The importance of the cemeteries space is to the extent that some scholars consider the
beginning of sedentismto bury the dead and build the cemeteries in a specific place.
Cemeteries as the ultimate home of human beings are among the urban spaces where
citizens find themselves at the intersection of life and death. The design of these places
should strive to create a suitable environment that will heal citizens and provide them
with reflective space in addition to bury the dead. However, much of the studies in this
area have focused on issues such as the location of cemeteries and their cultural and
historical landscapes and less on the impact of cemeteries on the surrounding context.
Population growth, in turn, increases mortality rates. Therefore, more tombs and
cemeteries are needed as municipal services. This is possible in a variety of ways, such
as extending the old cemeteries, creating new cemeteries, making graves multi-level
and increasing their number.

Goals: One of the ways to meet the need for graves is the expansion of the old
cemeteries and the direct and indirect impact of cemeteries on the whole city or its
neighboring neighborhoods, in the short and long term, must be investigated. The
present research seeks to investigate the effects of cemeteries on their adjacent texture
in terms of various physical, social, economic, environmental, landscape, etc.
dimensions.

Methodology: The current research is applied in terms of type and the method used is
qualitative, Delphi technique in two rounds was used to compute the indices. At first,
using Delphi method (10 experts), the important indicators in assessing the effects of
cemeteries on adjacent tissue were examined, then 21 in-depth random interviews with
residents and business districts (including 52% men, 48% women and 43% between

39- 20, 38% between 59-40 and 19% over 60 years) were done.

Conclusion: Imamzadeh Soltan Ebrahim cemetery near Quchan City was selected as
the case study. The research findings show that the existence or expansion of the
cemetery affects different dimensions of the adjacent neighborhoods. The effects of the
cemeteries are mainly manifested as traffic and access problems; psychological
problems; fear and insecurity, especially among women; as well as environmental
problems such as unpleasant smell, noise caused by traffic, and visual uniformity. The
residents’ views also affect these issues: if they live in this space from childhood, they
will not leave the site and land prices will not change much; but if people find this
environment as an isolated place, they will try to leave the environment and the area
will be vacant. Therefore, urban planners should pay attention to the appropriate
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distance of the cemeteries from the residential buildings to reduce the neighboring
residents’ problems. Some services may also be modified due to the residents’ needs,
or new services may be created. The spread of cemeteries may affect the performance
and efficiency of some land uses, for example, sales and income will fluctuate.
Therefore, the performance of under-effect land uses, especially their economic
performance, should be examined to minimize the damage to the surrounding
businessmen. Meanwhile, the radius of access to important uses should be re-calculated
in order to better answer the neighborhood residents’ needs. Creating a calm
atmosphere and reducing the sense of fear and insecurity by creating a safe environment
also may modify the residents’ attitudes towards the afterlife (The Cemeteries next to
the Imamzadeh give more comfort to the surrounding residents and visitors because of
the religious beliefs of the people, and because of the historical nature of the
imamzadehs, historical building issues should also be considered.) It sould decrease the
mental turmoil of the visitors by creating interesting scenery and visual variety. The
cemetery planning must prevent environmental problems by keeping proper distance
and prevent contamination of water, soil, etc. The placement and extension of
cemeteries should also be such that the dominant wind from its side should not be
toward the particularly residential regions. In addition, the deployment of protective
green space is another consideration that should be taken into account when planning
Cemeteries. By providing a scenic environment, planners should also try to connect this
environment with the surrounding texture and create a more interactive space, as they
did in the past.

Key words:

Adjacent neighborhood, Physical-socioeconomic-Environmental and landscape
effects, Cemetery of Quchan.
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