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Fig. 1 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Light and creating
new images on tile motifs (Najmabadi, 2003:37)
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AN ESSAY ON LIGHT AND ITS INSTANCES IN
IRANIAN ARCHITECTURE; AN APPROACH TO

MEANING IN ARCHITECTURE
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Fig. 2 Hakim Mosque in Isfahan, the play of light
and shadow (Noor Bakhtiar, 2001: 32)
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Fig. 3: Interior view of Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque
dome (Noor Bakhtiar, 2001: 13)
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Fig. 5 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Radiation of
controlled light in the shabestan space and creating
spots of light (Najmabadi, 2003: 35)
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Fig. 4 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Symbolic Light
Radiation, Spiritual Light (Najmabadi, 2003:73)
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Table 1: An analytical model of the position of light in Quran
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Table 2: An analytical Model of the Position of Light in Quran

The Nur.n.b er of Description Variable Variable Name Row
Repetitions
20 Lighting X1
18 Guidance X2 2
7 Guiding throggh Darkness to X3 3
Light
The Contrast of Light and
6 Darkness X4 4
4 God X5 5
1 Prophet of God X6
Three direct References
6 Three Indirect The Book of Quran X7 7

References
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1 The Book of Gospel X8 8
2 The Book of Torah X9
One direct Reference
4 Three Indirect Islam X10 10
References
1 Revelation X11 11
10 Faith X12 12
11 wisdom and Truth X13 13
6 Insight and Ayvareness and X14 14
Vision
The Light Source of the World,
1 gLight All Light X135 15
Sunlight and Moonlight

2 (Sunshgine and Moonligght) X16 16
1 Lamp X17 17
1 Time Indicator X18 18
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Table 3: An analytical Model of the Position of Light in Quran

Variable

The Number of Repetitions Description Variable Row
Name
20 Lighting X1
18 Guidance X2 2
7 Guiding through Darkness to Light Guiding through
13 Darkness to Light and X34 3
6 The Contrast of Light and Darkness The Contrast of Light
and Darkness
4 God
Prophet of God
6 The Book of
14 Quran P Gl(l) dt’ f.
The Book of rophet of,
Including 9 1 Gospel The Book of God The Book of, X5-11 4
common funds ) The Book of Islam '
Torah And Revelation
4 Islam
1 Revelation
10 Faith . .
19 . Faith, Wisdom and
Including common 11 Wisdom and Truth Truth, Insight and X12-14 5
funds 6 Insight and Awareness  Awareness and Vision
and Vision
The Light Source of
1 the World, Light All X15 6
Light
Sunlight and
2 Moonlight (Sunshine X16 7
and Moonlight)
1 Lamp X17
1 Time Indicator X18
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X1 Lighting
[ | .
B x Guidance X17 -Lamp X16 -Sunlight Light and Its Related Concepts
Guiding %1 Moonlight
through X15 -The Light .
Darkness to Source of the - X18.—T1me
B x34 Light and World e Indicator
The Contrast %1 %1
of Light and X14 -Insight and
Darkness Awareness and
. X5 God ..
‘6 Prophet of Vision %6
L God X13 -wisdom
The Book of and Truth
| v Quran %11
The Book of .
X11 -Revelat
B oxs Gospel OZ\{e ation
. X9 The Book of
Torah X10 -Islam
. X10 Islam [ 7 o
B oxu Revelation X9 'Ig‘h Book of "~ X3-4 _Guiding
nox2 Faith -1 he Book o through
n s wisdom and Torah %2 Darkness to
Truth Light and The
Insight and X8 -The Book of _——" Contrast of Light
X14 Awareness Gospel %1 [ = and Darkness
and Vision X7 -The Book of — IoReA %13
The Light Quran %6 God X5 -God
[ xis Source of %1 %4
SE:Tigthgg p Fig. 6 Circular diagram, light and its related concepts in the Quran from Table
x16 Moonlight 2
X17 Lamp
Time
x18 Indicator

X16 -Sunlight and
Moonlight

X15 -The Light
Source of the
World

%1

Light and Its Related Concepts

X17- Lamp
/ %1 X18 -Time
; Indicator
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Light with radiation effects is effective in creating
spirituality in space. On the other hand, it represents
time by its location and
How it enters and has a role in understanding time
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Light plays a profound role in evoking meaning through architectural spaces. This has
been strikingly manifested in the architecture of religious monuments particularly in
mosques. From long ago, architects and builders have been exploring lighting effects
reflected in many mosques and religious monuments, while figuring out the created
meaningful visual effects in such architectural spaces. From an insightful perspective
influenced by Islamic teachings, Iranian architects consider light a spirit casted on the
structure to create a meaningful depiction. This paper attempted to examine how the
concept of light in Quran has influenced the Iranian architectural style. It is assumed
that implications from Quranic verses portray a transition from darkness to light and
the contrast between light and dark, which can be considered a valuable role-model in
the Iranian architecture. The research methodology involved an interpretive-
qualitative approach, and content analysis of Quranic scripture. The results of
research indicate that the contrast of light and darkness, as well as involvement of
light and shadow (dark) in architecture and the guidance through darkness to the light
are amongst valuable concepts manifested in Iranian architecture, the concepts which
are repeatedly referred to in Quranic instructions and have been of a great value in
creating spiritual space. Light and shadow function as an allegory of the two valuable
concepts of light and darkness in Quran, and guidance from shadows (darkness) to
light, besides physical and spiritual aspects, is semantically worthy of consideration.

Key words:

Light, Quran, Architecture, Architecture of religious spaces, Iranian mosques,
Meaning in architecture.

COPYRIGHTS

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s). with publication rights

granted to the Journal of Tranian Architecture & Urbanism. This is an open-access @ ®
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons

Attribution License.
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

Wlio (ul & gl g2
UL PSS P PUORIEREN B O PR UL [OURPS IO L LV § S0 DN U3 B BRSO I PSS |
AN S8 OV e ol b 5 s ylase cole 2 5 lona ;5 s (Ggun

DOI: 10.30475/ISAU.2019.87948
URL: http://www.isauw.ir/article_87948.html




CONTENTS

Assessing Environmental Qualities in City Gateway and their Prioritization by Means of
Analysis Network Process
Kioumars Habibi, Esmaeil Shieh, Mehdi Saeidi

Performance Evaluation of the Passive Energy System (Trombe Wall and Conservatory) in
Cold Climate for Energy Saving
Mahsa Ghadiri Moghadam, Vahid Vaziri, Haniyeh Sanayeayan, Hojatollah Rashid Kolvir

Changes of Lifestyle and Physical Patterns of Houses and their Reciprocal Influences
(Case Study: Maragheh City)
Seyyed Abbas Yazdanfar, Zohreh Naserdoost

The Aesthetic Preferences of Porosity in Facades with Traditional Architecture Pattern
(Case Study: Tabriz Historical Houses)
Ali Yaran, Masoud Wahdattalab, Hamed Mohammadi Khoshbin

A Comprehensive Concept of Architecture in the Study of Industrial Complexes Based on
Systems Theory Approach
Javad Goudini, Mohsen Vafamehr

An Essay on Light and its Instances in Iranian Architecture; An Approach to Meaning in
Architecture
Fariba Alborzi, Farah Habib, Iraj Etessam

Morphological Analysis of Modern Residential Architecture in Turkey and Iran
(Case Study: Chankaya Palace and Sa'ad Abad Palace)
Mohammadhamed Mousavi, Khosrow Afzalian

The Influence of Visual Stimulus Diversity on Students' Creativity at Architectural Design
Studio 1
Mahmoud Reza Saghafi, Mohammad Iranmanesh, Mohammad Ali Ashraf Ganjouei

Combined Use of a Few Different Methods in Measuring the Walkability Potential of Urban
Pathways
Pooyan Shahabian

Centrality Criteria for Analyzing the Functional Layout of Space
Romisa Rahmati Gavari, Mansoureh Tahbaz, Seyed Hadi Ghodousi Far, Fatemeh Zare Mirakabad

Reflection of Intertextual Effects in Rereading the Contemporary Iranian Architecture
Sahar Alinejad Majidi, Vahid Shaliamini, Homa Irani Behbahani, Mohammad Zaimaran

23

36

60

71

99

111

126

140

158

173

196




Scientific Journal of Iranian Architecture &

Urbanism
Vol. 10, No. 17, Spring & Summer 2019

Licence Holder: Iranian Scientific Association of Architecture & Urbanism
Director-in-Charge: Mohsen Faizi (Professor of Architecture)
Editor- in- Chief: Mostafa Behzadfar (Professor of Urban Design)

Editorial Board

. Behzadfar, Mostafa; Professor of Urban Design, Iran University of Science & Technology.

. Bemanian, Mohammadreza; Professor of Architecture, Tarbiat Modarres University.

. Diba, Darab; Professor of Architecture, Islamic Azad University(Central Branch).

. Etessam, Iraj; Professor of Architecture, Islamic Azad University(Science and Research Branch)

. Faizi, Mohsen; Professor of Architecture, Iran University of Science & Technology.

. Gorji Mahlabani, Yousef; Professor of Architecture, Imam Khomeini International University.

. Hashemnejad, Hashem; Associate Professor of Architecture, Iran University of Science & Technology.
. Khakhzand, Mehdi; Associate Professor of Architecture, Iran University of Science & Technology

. Mazaherian, Hamed; Associate Professor of Architecture, University of Tehran.

10. Memarian, Gholamhossein; Professor of Architecture, Iran University of Science & Technology.
11. Mohammad Moradi, Asghar; Professor of Restoration, Iran University of Science & Technology.
12. Mozaffar, Farhang; Associate Professor of Architecture, Iran University of Science & Technology.

O 001N N AW —

Editorial Manager: Mehdi Khakhzand, Associate Professor, Iran University of Science & Technology
Editorial Advisor: Yousef Gorji Mahlabani, Professor, Imam Khomeini International University
English Language Editor: Soad Sarihi

Editorial Expert: Faezeh Fazlikhani, MA in Architecture

Paging and Formating: Elham Mennati Moheb

Publisher: Iran University of Science and Technology
Number: 50 issues
Price: 500000 Rls

Address: School of Architecture & Environmental Design, Iran University of Science & Technology (IUST),
Narmak, Tehran, Iran.

Postal Code: 13114-16846

Email: iaau @iust.ac.ir

Web Site: www.isau.ir

Phone: (0098-21) 73228235

Fax: (0098-21) 77240468



Scientific Journal of
Iranian Architecture
& Urbanism

Spring & Summer 2019, VOL. 10, NO.17

ISSN: 2228- 589X

Assessing Environmental Qualities in City Gateway and their Prioritization by Means of Analysis Network Process
Kioumars Habibi, Esmaeil Shieh, Mehid Saeidi

Performance Evaluation of the Passive Energy System (Trombe Wall and Conservatory) in Cold Climate for Energy
Saving
Mahsa Ghadiri Moghaddam, Vahid Vaziri, Hanieh Sanayeayan, Hojjatollah Rashid Kolvir

Lifestyle and Housing Pattern’s Changes and their Interactions over Time Zand era to Today
(Case Study: Maragheh City)
Seyyed Abbas Yazdanfar, Zohreh Naserdoost

The Aesthetic Preferences of Porosity in Facades with Traditional Architecture Pattern
(Case Study: Tabriz Historical Houses)
Ali Yaran, Masoud Wahdattalab, Hamed Mohammadi Khoshbin

A Comprehensive Concept of Architecture in the Study of Industrial Complexes Based on Systems Theory Approach
Javad Goudini, Mohsen Vatamehr

An Essay on Light and its Instances in Iranian Architecture; An Approach to Meaning in Architecture
Fariba Alborzi, Farah Habib, Iraj Etessam

® Morphological Analysis of Modern Residential Architecture in Turkey and Iran
{Case Study: Chankaya Palace and Sa'ad Abad Palace)
Mohammadhamed Mousavi, Khosrow A fzalian

@® The Influence of Visual Stimulus Diversity on Students' Creativity at Architectural Design Studio 1
Mahmoud Reza Saghafi, Mohammad Iranmanesh, Mohammad Ali Ashraf Ganjouei

® Combined Use of a Few Different Methods in Measuring the Walkability Potential of Urban Pathways
Pooyan Shahabian

®  Centrality Criteria for Analyzing the Functional Layout of Space
Romisa Rahmati Gavari, Mansoureh Tahbaz, Seyed Hadi Ghodousi Far, Fatemeh Zare Mirakabad

® Reflection of Intertextual Effects in Rereading the Contemporary Iranian Architecture
Sahar Alinejad Majidi, Vahid Shaliamini, Homa Irani Behbahani, Mohammad Zaimaran




	p1
	6-
	p2

