Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism. 13(1): 339-354, Spring & Summer 2022

Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism

(JIAU)
Homepage: https://www.isau.ir/

| ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER

The traditional approach to architectural conservation in the orient *
Mohammad Mehdi Hooshyari * “ , Behnam Pedram 2-** *, Ali Zamanifard 3

1 Ph.D. Candidate in Architectural Conservation, Department of Architectural Conservation, Art University, Isfahan, Iran.
2 Associate Professor, Department of Architectural Conservation, Faculty of Conservation, Art University, Isfahan, Iran.
3 Associate Professor, Department of Architectural Conservation, Faculty of Conservation, Art University, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBIJECTIVES: Before the prevalence of the modern architectural
Received 2020/06/24 conservation approach, undoubtedly, every region had its principles and characteristics
Revised 2020/10/03 {in this field. Architectural conservation thought was developed in the 17th and 18th
Accepted 2021/01/15 i centuries in the West. It was represented to the world in the 20th century by the Athens
Available Online  2022/09/22 fand Venice charters and the UNESCO Convention of World Heritage. Still, Some eastern
icountries found the charters opposed to some of their architectural conservation
Keywords: §traditions to some extent. In fact, the conservation thoughts in the early charters, such as
Architectural Conservation Tradi- i the Athens and Venice charters and even the UNESCO World Heritage Convention of 1972,
tional Approach i were based on a western approach. However, the concern about the eastern approach
Cultural Context i developed afterward in the 1980s. Therefore, it was a cause to challenge conventional
Orient %thinking in the conservation field and the formation of the Nara authenticity document,

Modern Conservation Principles i which emphasized cultural diversity and cultural context. Now the question is: what are

i the characteristics and contradictions of conservation traditions in the eastern countries?

i And what aspects of the eastern approach are included in the traditional conservation of

ilran as an eastern country? Since the cultural context concerns have been emphasized
e vour device toscan greatly, the acknowledgment of eastern approach characteristics would help recognize the
{Iranian cultural context as a component of the whole. Therefore, the purpose of this study
{is to recognize the traditional approach characteristics in eastern countries to recognize
{the Iranian cultural context as a component of the whole. This recognition is significant in
§:the decision-making and preparation of national principles based on the cultural context
i of an eastern country.

ETHODS: This study is based on inductive reasoning and a qualitative approach. One
part of the study is a review study, and the second part (concerning Iran) is carried
i out using the grounded theory method.

INDINGS: The restorations studied here for recognition of the Iranian approach are
those executed before the Venice charter in 1962 and before the arrival of ISMEO

Number of References |n Iran; since it is believed that the restorations before the 1960s are regarded as
51 i “traditional restorations”. Consequently, the “scientific restoration” process started

i with the arrival of ISMEO and the establishment of the Iranian National Organization of

gHeritage Conservation. Sampling is also theoretical in this research and based on data
irelated to the research question. Finally, the study concludes that the East compared

Number of Figures ito the West, in terms of conservation, is mostly based on intangibles and spiritualties,
17 {while the western architectural conservation thought is based on materialistic ideas.

§Concepts and beliefs such as impermanence had a key role in attitudes towards tangible
iheritage. Among eastern countries, the Indian charter of INTACH is so considerable.
i Despite the emphasis on its traditional and cultural context, it has presented some

Number of Tables i differences with principles such as patina preservation and restoration and considers
1 i them incompatible with Indian traditions. As an eastern country, Iran had some aspects
of the eastern approach in its conservation traditions, focusing on traditional completing
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?and aesthetic value as unique characteristics. Some codes and concepts were taken
i from the study of Iranian restoration cases in five groups of physical reconstruction,
i ornamentation, replacement, and inscription restorations, whose findings have been
presented in four main categories as follows: ornamentation and aesthetical value of the
i work, the authenticity of traditional art rather than the physical substance, the necessity
i of completing a historical building traditionally, and also the emphasis on traditional
i proficiency.

ONCLUSION: Therefore, the four keywords of beauty, completeness, traditional art,

and proficiency are the main emphasis of the traditional Iranian approach, based
gon the cases studied in this research. The two latter keywords, namely traditional art
i and proficiency, are regarded as the source of authenticity judgment. And also, it had
i some contradictions with some principles of the Venice charter 1964, so the readability
§of restoration and reconstruction, based on sufficient evidence, was not considerably
%emphasized. Also, some similarities with other eastern countries have been observed,
i mostly with some principles of the Indian INTACH charter rather than East Asia. Some
i characteristics of the Iranian approach also have been unique, such as ornamenting of a
 historic building or traditional completion of a historic building, emphasis on the rejection
of such modern principles as the readability of restoration and the contemporary stamp.

i HIGHLIGHTS:

- The western approach of architectural conservation mostly had emphasis on the
authenticity of original material, while philosophical and religious concepts and intangibles
i had key significance in the East.

i - Some international principles of conservation such as minimum intervention, readability
{ of restoration and contemporary stamp were disregarded in the East including Iranian
traditional restorations.

i- The studied Iranian traditional restorations indicated the significance of completing
i building and its ornamentation with regard to the authenticity of traditional art and
proficiency but no concern to original materials.
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Fig.7. Before and after restoration images of Toghrol
tower in the reign of Nasereddin Shah
(Shararf newspaper No. 29, 1302 Islamic calendar)

Fig.8. Whitening and ornamenting the portal of Sheikh
Lotfollah mosque, based on the tastes of the day in
Qajar period (Sarre, 1901)
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Fig.5. The structure above Khajoo bridge, an addition
by Sadr Esfahani (Hoeltzer, 1976: 120)

Fig.6. Changes in Qajar efiod in HaShtbesht palace
(Honarfar, 1955: 210)
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Fig.10. The ruined Khodakhane before reconstruction
(Wilber, 2008)
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Fig.9. The inscription of the southern iwan of Jame

mosque of Isfahan, indicating three words regarding
the building restoration: Tajdid, Tamir, Tazeen.
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Fig.11. Darb-e-Kushk, after removing the tilework
(Golombek 1976)

| o
Fig.12. Darb-e-Kushk, Isfahan (Sarre 1901, 86)

Fig.13. The present condition of Qotbie mosque portal
in Chehelsotoon garden

Fig.14. The painted photo of the Yazd Jame mosque
portal, which never had been ornamented with
tilework (Bayron, 1934)
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Fig.15. Addition of buttresses to Sheikh lotfollah
mosque (Zander, 2017)
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Table 1. Coding and concepts derived from the studied cases of the Iranian restorations

Intervention Historic building Time Contradiction with Concepts
international principles
Replacement The portal of qotbie 1940 Worthlessness of - Regard to artistic value
mosque materials without - Museum-like preservation for the building with
ornamentation no use
- Worthlessness of original material with no
ornamentation

- No attempt to preserve in original place in
confronting with development

Reconstruction Atiq mosque of shiraz 1930s Reconstruction without - Reconstruction with less evidences
evidences - No regard to contemporary stamp
- Regard to traditional completeness
Ornamenting Yazd Jame mosque 1940s Completing with regard - Addition & completion of ornamentation
Shagerd iwan 19505 to original style - Ornamenting in harmony with the surrounding
patterns
Completion of Mozaffari madrasa 1030s  Inscription reconstruction - Necessity of filling the missing parts
inscription with no evidence of the - Attempt to find words to combine with missing
Abbasi jameh mosque original text words

- Not distinguishing between restoration and
original parts and attempt to make them similar
Consolidation Sheikh lotfollah mosque 1930s - - Physical addition for consolidation
Isfahan Jame mosque - Attempt to preserve the existing condition

e necessity of physical

e e completion & addition of completeness
e  concern to artistic value . .
h £ orieinal ornaments e reconstruction with less or
e  worthlessness of origina . . g
terial £ e ornamenting with no evidences
materials patterns of other parts o filling the missing parts in
inscriptions
\\\\/// \\\\/// —

Authenticity of traditional art Regard to aesthetical value Necessity of completing
traditionallv

e concern to the original style e exposed steel
e concern to similarities and e adding elements for
proportions consolidation
e 1o concern to contemporary e attempt to preserve the existing
stamp condition
o —

— —

Unreadability of restoration Consolidation with exposed
additions

Fig.16. Categories of the concepts and codes of the Iranian studied restorations

p
¢ Regard to aesthetical value
|

Achievement to ) C ]

completeness & beauty Traditional ar{ ¢ Authenticity of traditional art
with traditional art & N J \
proficiency S—

Completeness 4—[ Necessity of completing
-

)
Traditional
proficiency | ——

7

[ Unreadability of restoration

Fig.17. The final result based on the categories of the Iranian studied restorations
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