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ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Change of values, intellectual customs, lifestyles and
Received 2021/08/18 human relationship with the universe and nature, distortion of long-standing physical,
Revised 2021/10/25 i socio-cultural cohesion are among the challenges of contemporary Iranian cities that have
Accepted 2022/01/08 iled to forgetting collective memories and changing the concept of the city. The research
Available Online  2023/08/06 i problem begins with the general concept of “collective memory” in Iranian cities. In order
i to observe the indigenous originality of the research, the research has been defined based
Keywords: gon a “problem- oriented” research with a comparative evaluation of existing challenges of
Collective Memory i collective memory in Iranian cities and identifying the concept of “change” as the key issue
Change i of collective memory in Iranian cities. Therefore, while delimiting the scope of the study,
Continuity i the aim of the research is to study change, continuity and constancy of the concept of city
Constancy fand collective memory and determine its optimal threshold in Tehran historical center as a

Optimal Threshold

o i symbol of change in Iranian cities.
Historical Center of Tehran

: ETHODS: The research uses a qualitative method and a phenomenological strategy
.................................................... Lo (descriptive phenomenology). In this article, while reviewing the literature of
Use your device to scan icollective memory, change, continuity and constancy, a theoretical framework for

and read the article online

phenomenological study has been developed and accordingly, an in-depth semi-structured
iinterview with 41 residents of the historical center of Tehran (people born in different
i decades and among various social groups) has been conducted.

INDINGS: The results of this research encompass not only the categorization of
collective memories (home and neighborhood memories such as the culture of
{acquaintance and neighborhood, courtyard, children’s games in the alley, socio-cultural
%memories such as the nicknames of people, storytelling, ritual of Pahlavani and peaceful
i coexistence of religions, religious memories including home prayers, Muharrams and Mid-
g Sha’ban celebrations, national-political memories such as the coup of August 19, 1953, the

{Islamic Revolution and the Imposed War, natural memories like the organic relationship
i of human with nature at home and neighborhood, water supply system and Qanats, and

Number of References harmony with nature through summer migration to Shemiran and urban memories such
36 i as new streets building in Reza Shah reign and the construction of modern urban buildings

i and facilities such as Plasco Building and electric buses), but also include the theoretical

gformulation of the concepts of “change”, “continuity” and “constancy” in the historical

i center of Tehran. In order to explain and analyze the concept of “change” in the historical

Number of Figures i center of Tehran, the theory of “continuous change” has been proposed, which introduces
4 ia kind of repetitive and continuous patterns of radical change in the city. According to

T gthis theory, the historical center of Tehran in the contemporary period, after encountering
imodernity, faces four syndromes including “continuous change syndrome”, “syndrome of
i leaving the paternal neighborhood”, “Empty Nest Syndrome” and “continuous forgetfulness

Number of Tables i syndrome”. Also, the analysis of the concept of continuity shows that the “continuity of the

1 {identity structure” of the historical center of Tehran in some physical dimension (through
ithe presence of historical buildings and architectural traditions), functional dimension
.....
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?(continuity of religious sites, the continuity of residence in some neighborhoods and
i functional continuance of Tehran Bazaar) and meaning-memory dimension (continuity of
i local character of some places and neighborhoods) are relatively still established. However,
in terms of ecological structure, this continuity has been distorted over time and therefore
i needs to be revived by restoring the role of wooded yards in creating a balance between
private and public green spaces. Persistence of some historical buildings and urban spaces
(such as Golestan Palace, 30th Tir Street), some religious rituals, historical bazaars and
i some natural elements (such as the continuous shadow of Alborz and the old plane tree
i of Imamzadeh Yahya) also indicate the constancy of physical, behavioral, subjective and
natural anchors of memory in the historical center of Tehran.

ONCLUSION: Based on the theoretical framework of the research, it can be concluded
: that the optimal threshold of change, continuity and constancy in the historical center
i of Tehran is achieved when the “continuous change” of the area stops. This should be
i reached by continuing the identity structure through dominance of restoration culture
over culture of demolition and new construction, preserving the character of the historical
%center, original lifestyles and permanent dwelling, which entails “stopping leaving the
i paternal neighborhood” and “returning to empty nests”. Also, the anchors of memory
i should be stabilized by preserving or finding physical clues (historical buildings), social
i clues (social context) and cultural clues (stories, proverbs and the sweet language of
%Tehran), which in turn leads to cessation of “continuous forgetfulness” and preservation
i of collective memory.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Categorizing collective memories of the historical center of Tehran into memories related
to home and neighborhood, socio-cultural, religious, national-political, natural and urban
memories.

i -Theoretical formulation of the concept of change in Tehran Historical Center with reference
ito the four syndromes of “continuous change”, “leaving the paternal neighborhood”,
i “empty nest” and “continuous forgetfulness”.

- Defining the optimal threshold of change, continuity and constancy based on the
i cessation of “continuous change”, continuity of the identity structure and constancy of the
i anchors of memory by preserving/finding physical, social and cultural clues.
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Fig. 1. The conceptual framework of the research
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- Incoherence and discontinuity
-endless development
-relentless repetition

- a paradigm shift from qualities to

Preservation of collective
memories and the soul of Tehran
1. Communicating with the

natural setting of the city,

Alborz as a: symbol of ethnic

memory in Tehran
2. Protecting the city stories and
narratives

reservation of memorable
"""" elements left over from the past)
- preservation of physical memorable
monuments
- preservation of memorable activities
and behaviors in the city
- preservation of collective memories
and memorable events
- preservation of natural setting and
ecological structure of the city

Constancy

Collective Il

Rhythm of change and
memorability of Tehran:
theoretical focus on the
continuity and constancy
of Tehran despite the
changes as a neglected
theoretical

quantities (functioalism and meaningless
spaces; placelessness)
- radical changes in concepts
- urban commercialization and
destruction of natural-historical
capacities

Optimal threshold of change,
continuity and ¢onstancy:
Preservation of callective memories
Balancing : miaterial/physical
and allegorical/spiritual aspects
2. Returning the share of ethnic/
eternal spirit q:lmemory
3. Saving thecollettive memory

N
(the rules and the structuring
principles of the city)
- continuitity of physical structure
based on the local identity
- continuity of the structure of urban
activities based on cultural aspects
- preservation of collective memories
and memorable events, representation
of lost memories
- continuity of natural-ecological
structure

Continuity

field

Fig. 2. Developing a theoretical framework of the literature review
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Table 1. Imaginative variation of participants’ composite textural description of collective memory, change, continuity
and constancy in the historical center of Tehran
Collective Memory Home & Familiarity and neighborhood, helping each other, wooded yard, bird sound, introversion
Neighborhood and privacy, a sense of birthplace, narrow passages and cob walls, the smell of flowers and
memories plants, children's play in alleys
Socio-cultural Nicknames and titles, stories and proverbs, narration of stories and memories in gatherings,
memories Pahlavani rituals, coexistence of religions
Religious memories Hosseinieh religious centers, home commemoration of the martyrs of Karbala, celebrations
of mid-Sha'ban and the social role of mosques
Natural memories the organic relationship of human with nature at home and neighborhood, water supply
system and Qanats, harmony with nature through summer migration to Shemiran, Doulab
farms
Urban memories construction of new streets in Reza Shah era, the formation of new modernity in the 1940s,
modern buildings and facilities
National-political the coup of August 19, 1953, the Islamic Revolution and the Imposed War
memories
Change Signs Social changes unsafety, diminishing the concept of alleys and childish games,
reducing communication and gatherings, change in lifestyles,
the non-belonging of the city to the inhabitants and its
inaccessibility, a paradigm shift from calm to comfort, the
fading of story-carrier nicknames cC G
Changing religious Diminishing the social role of mosques and the change in the
beliefs and culture contents of religious rituals
Changing the identity  Loss of cohesion and contextual relationship, disruption of ;;:‘ T_
of the city and architectural and lifestyle relationship, internal/external O
architecture imbalance, memoryless indefinable city, exogenousness of
modernity b
Changing Removal of yard, transfer of tree from private to public space,
human/nature artificiality and lack of organic human-nature connection T s
relationship «
w .
Turning points Turning points of the changes: 1970s &1990s G
vt
Causes Population growth, migration, oil revenues of the 1970s, commercialization, consumerism b
and nouveau-richeness o
Continuity Continuity-ensuring  Continuity of the character of some places and neighborhoods 3
features Continuity of the historical buildings
Continuity of religious places
Continuity of some architectural traditions (local materials, Iranian architectural details, ...)
Distinction with other  Capitalness and facilities, the difference between Tehran and other cities
cities Haste, change and self-glorification of Tehran in contrast face to tranquility and historical
background of ancient cities
Constancy Continuous shadow of Alborz
Valiasr Street as the backbone of the city
Historical buildings (Golestan Palace, buildings of 30th Tir Street, etc.)
City Park
Tehran Bazaar and its historical parts (Oudlajan bazaar, Nayeb-ol-Saltaneh bazaar)
Optimal threshold Acceptable threshold  Dominance of restoration culture over culture of demolition and new construction
of change, of change in the Preservation of the character of the historical center
continuity and historical center - £ oricinal lifestvl d dwelli
constancy Preservation of original lifestyles and permanent dwelling
Preventing commercialization from overcoming real needs
The secret of Preservation of historical buildings and social context
preserving the . Preservation of stories, proverbs and the sweet language of Tehran
memory and meaning : findi hvsical ial and cultural cl
of the city despite the Preserving or finding physical, social and cultural clues
changes Recording memories in the form of visual documents, videos and introductory inscriptions
Holding cultural events
Vg
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8. Genius Loci

9. M. Christine Boyer
10. David Lowenthal
11. The Past Is a Foreign Country
12. Antiquity

13. Continuity

14. Accretion

15. Sequence

16. Termination

17. Perpetuity

18. Change

19. Stability

20. Type
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Continuous Change

- Changing religious
beliefs and culture
(diminishing the
social role of mosques
and changing the
original atmosphere
of religious
ceremonies)

Continuous
forgetfulness

syndrome

Empty
Nest
*Changing 7
S Syndrome
relationship with

the optimal threshold
of change, continuity
and constancy:

Constancy of the
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Fig. 4. Final theoretical framework of the research: The optimal threshold of change, continuity and constancy of the
concept of the city and memory in the historical center of Tehran
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