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Diagram 4. The evolution of system theories and planning and their relationship to the ontology of becoming as its
common denominator with post structuralism
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Table 1: Comparison of the meanings of space, city and the theory and practice of urban planning, in three major
paradigms of positivism, structuralism, and post-structuralism

The meaning of space

The meaning of the city

The theory and practice of urban
planning

Positivism

Structuralism

Post
Structuralism

Euclidean and absolute space.
Spaces as abstract integrated,
unitary and material objects.
Space as an empty and neutral
container.

Place as an objective, measurable
location which has definite
borders and can be mapped.

The importance distances,
directions, borders and hierarchies
as the organizing  spatial
principles.

Space as a social product which
gets consumed by the society.
Place as the intersection of social,
political and economic relations,
and the power geometrics.

Relational time space

Space as a culturally produced
process

Space & place as open dynamic
concepts.

Place as a particular form of
space, created through activities
and imagination, a key element of
expressing identity and belonging,
subject to multiple interpretations,
always becoming.

Flexible and bending spaces with
multiple  layers  which are
constantly “folding together”.

City as a determining, automatic
and causal force which shapes the
social and economic world.

Spatial and environmental
determinism.

Predictability of urban futures and
achievability of an organized,
perfectly planned future.

Cities as a physically integrated
structure with enclosed borders and
completely separated from other
spaces.

Urban future as an organized and
definable social utopia that should
be fought for.

City as s complex system, as a
rhizome or as an assemblage in the
process of becoming.

Indefiniteness, changefulness,
unrecognizability, and
unpredictability of complex urban
systems.

City as the complex collection of
borderless connected networks,
which are subject to constant
process of territorialization and de-
territorialization.

City as the core of political
competitions.

Urban future as unknown and
disordered with uncertainties and
risks.

The role of urban planner is to control and
manage the city in order to eliminate any
economic, social and environmental
problem; and predict future development
flows as a basis for creating order and
predictability.

Urban planning is considered to be a
scientific technical knowledge based on
quantitative modelling.

The supposedly optimal socio-spatial order
of the city can be reflected in master plans.
Abstract representation of Euclidian urban
spaces, such as 2-dimentional maps,
3dimentional perspectives and computer
models is considered to be unbiased.
Urban planner as a social advocate and
community activist, producing alternative
“people’s plans, promoting idealistic plans,
empowering society, and defending the
production and protection of urban identity
and sense of place.

Representation of space through language
and 2dimentional plans.

Visualizing the surface of space through
topography, nodes, lines, contour lines,
etc.

Paying attention to the relations and
process and amorphousness instead of
objects and stabilities and forms
Compromising between the transcendent
and immanent planes of urban planning
(the plane of organization as the backbone
to the immanent plane)

Moving towards a pluralistic
understanding of the relations between
social possess and urban form, and tracing
and mapping possibilities; Instead of
generalizing the optimal urban future.
Urban planner as a mediator who works to
create a platform for discussion and giving
voice to various agents; helps the visioning
and implementation through collaborative
practices and social learning.

Representing spaces and flows through
fuzzy maps, pictures, narratives, and
stories.
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