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ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: This study aims to investigate the capacities of the
Received 2020/06/25 culture-led regeneration components in the historical context of Urmia and present
Revised 2020/06/25 ia strategy to enhance the identity and tourism development in this area. This article
Accepted 2020/11/15 i provides a framework for a culture-led regeneration in the historical context of Urmia
Available Online  2022/09/22 with an emphasis on urban tourism. Theoretical literature has mentioned the cultural
i tourism approach as a reliable catalyst in culture-led regeneration programs. Successful
Keywords: experiences have shown that this approach can be used to boost the local economy while
Regeneration i preserving the artistic and cultural heritage. Also, different religions and ethnicities have
Culture-Led i the potential to provide a special environment. As in the historical review of Bast in Britain,
Historical Context {it was concluded that the social role of culture and art in improving cohesion and social
Lourﬁsm ginteraction plays an important role in preserving the cultural customs and traditions of
rmia

i societies living in the old context.

ETHODS: This study is considered applied research using a descriptive-analytical

.................................................... . method. A bibliographic study of documents and field-survey methods have been
Use your device to scan used by means of questionnaires and observation tools to collect data. According to

and read the article online

i Cochran’s formula, the statistical population in the historical neighborhoods of Urmia and
ﬁthe size of the statistical sample is equal to 379 people. After explaining the conceptual
imodel of culture-led regeneration, a questionnaire was developed and qualitatively
i evaluated by Likert evaluation and the Friedman test. The correlation test was statistically
analyzed by the data obtained from the questionnaire.

INDINGS: According to the conceptual model and based on the components derived
{0 from the literature on culture-led regeneration, the main components of the research
i can be divided into three categories: design-oriented, creativity-oriented, and community-
i oriented. According to the results, the most effective urban regeneration components in
ithe study area are 1- community-oriented, 2- creativity-oriented, and 3- design-oriented,
respectively. Also, the effectiveness of urban regeneration indicators in the study area can

Number of References i be prioritized as 1- culture, 2- social, 3- physical, 4- participatory management, 5- visual
a1 perception, 6- economic, 7- functional, 8- motivational space, and 9- environmental. Also,

ithe correlation test result shows a significant relationship between the perceptual index

gand managerial and social indicators, with a coefficient of 0.9, 10. With more and more

i efforts of officials and citizens to preserve the originality and identity of the area and by

Number of Figures i transferring the values to future generations, more social activities will be observed. The
6 i correlation coefficient between the physical and social indexes is equal to 0.15, indicating

T ga relationship between these two indicators. In other words, by creating open spaces,
iwe will increase socialization and social capital. We also see a significant relationship
= i between cultural and environmental indicators with a confidence of 0.99. Suitable social
Number of Tables i environments can be created by preserving the environment and producing green spaces

8 ior complexes with different trees and urban agriculture. Also, garden museums can be
icreated to envisage these two indicators due to a strong historical context. Also, there
.....
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?was a significant relationship between the social and management indexes. Obviously, by
i informing the residents about the regulations and creating cultural neighborhood centers
i and recreational environments, more people will be actively present in the neighborhood,
i which will increase vitality, safety, and security in the community. The results indicate that
i the historical context of Urmia has a high potential in terms of the social development of
cultural tourism, including cultural resources, events, and historical sites. Still, at the same
i time, as Chiardi and Hanigan believe, the deterioration of the context, separation from
i urban centers, and the existence of abandoned and defenseless spaces, are the obstacles
to developing this type of tourism that slow down the regeneration process.

ONCLUSION: Providing Three main paths are proposed as strategic goals to achieve
the desired regeneration:

e Creating identifying, memorable, and green historical complexes (design-oriented).

i o Creating participatory and competitive spaces based on creative industries (creativity-
i oriented).

i o Providing development based on participation, creating interactive spaces representing
residents’ culture (community-based).

i According to the results, historical contexts in Iran, including the historical context of
i Urmia, offer unique opportunities in terms of physical and architectural attractions and
§cultura| diversity due to the existence of different religions, ethnicities, and traditions.
i However, the biggest obstacles to using their potential are severe shortages of tourism
infrastructure and limited transient visions of urban managers. Therefore, it seems that
i the framework for tourism development in historical contexts is to offer long-term and
i step-by-step programs without hasty decisions, provide infrastructure, and change the
i short-term visions of urban management. Accordingly, four steps are presented to better
%achieve the desired goals in culture-led regeneration since the common processes are
¢ inefficient for tourism development and mobilizing culture-led regeneration programs. A
i coherent, pragmatic, step-by-step program should be designed and implemented on the
§basis of the local culture and art and the involvement of residents. At the same time,
preserving the memory and identity of the original values of the context should not be
i overlooked.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Presenting the proposed steps to achieve the reconstruction of the base culture at four
i levels.

i~ Conceptual model of culture-based regeneration, including the relationship between
urban design dimensions and culture-based regeneration components.

i - Presenting a model of spatial strategy and policy-making in the historical context of
i Urmia, taking into account the existing potentials and the historical and cultural context
{ of the city, which uses local ideas and the presentation of cultural heritage to recreate and
strengthen the spatial identity.
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Table 1. Classification of principles of urban regeneration based on culture; References (Vikery, 2007)

Approach Principles Strategy Politics

Recreating Reconstruction of ~ Good visual design *Making physical changes to new buildings, facilities and public spaces
the base urban centers of appearance and Stimulate retail space, new dealerships, creative industries or media
culture based design urban landscape

*Development of new micro-cultures, business or organizational

cultures around the new urban spatial structure

Funds to the
activities of various

Social renewal is
the basis of

eIntegrate creativity
*Various public sector education, health and other services

creativity social groups .based *Creating social interactions and social identity as well as
on creativity communication skills and individual expression skills
Social Use the capacity of ~ eAttracting professional and semi-professional artists
development of professional and Strengthen the position of the urban area by creating art studios or
basic art semi-professional galleries
artists *Using the participation of artists and benefiting from their initiatives in
recreating
*Development of artistic communities through the creation of symbolic
elements
Civic Encourage the *Development of cultural infrastructure such as (services and facilities)
development of participation of art ~ of civic centers
art-based organizations and Encourage visitors

institutions

*The presence of prominent artistic institutions
eIncreasing the performance and capacity of art production in the region
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Fig.1. Conceptual framework of research derived from theoretical foundations
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Table 2. Indicators and Measuring Factors of Indicators Related to Regeneration of Base Culture
Indicators Index measurement factors References
Cultural Personalization of signs, cultural activities (Wansborough & Mageean,
2010)
Religion, way of thinking, social organizations, education, (Edward Tyler)
technology and material culture, laws and politics, aesthetics,
language
Beliefs, knowledge, teachings, customs Middleton & Freestone, 2008)
Management, Partnership governance (Healey, 1999; Hubbard, 2001)
urban governance Transfer of development rights (Geuting, 2007; Messer, 2007;
and capacity Stephen, 2009)
building for Urban competitiveness (Begg, 1999; Lever & Turok,
growth and 1999; Rogerson, 1999)
development P P P - p
Identifying and equipping local assets and opportunities, (Rafieian and Mohammadi,
institutional capacity building, giving importance to the private 2017)

sector and its investment, promoting learning and innovation and
creativity, facilitating the business environment, strategic market

planning
Economical Job creation, increasing income level (Bovarid, 1997)
Attract investment, create job opportunities, public-private (Roberts et al, 2000)
partnerships
Enabling the economic exploitation of the place (Talon, 2013)
Emphasis on the "product" of cultural heritage, creating job (English Heritage, 2008) ,
2 opportunities with a cultural spirit (Schouten, 1995 , Doratli, 2005)
- Historic urban centers as part of the city's economic dynamism (Tiesdell, Taner and Tim, 1996)
q j Restoration according to the commercial needs of the contemporary ~ (Ashworth & Larkham, 1994)
4 9 era
1T Respect for the tourist and his needs (Wilsmore, 1994)
3 l Social Social interactions, cultural facilities (Bovarid, 1997)
Empowerment, promotion of participation (Roberts et al, 2000)
~ J Local participation, nobility, administration and local government (Talon, 2013)
9 = Social dimension as the most important dimension of urban (Orbasli, 2000)
-‘ 3 restoration
Use of historical values in redesign (Kearns & Philo, 1993)
l The historical context of the city as an opportunity for culture (Orbasli, 2000)
b . | building and a display of social activity
Pedestrian traffic between activity centers, shopping centers and (Paumier, 2010)
cultural activities
Social institutions, universal (Seyedberenji, 2013)
Event, ceremony, show, celebration (Richard & Palmer, 2010)
Support for cultural institutions and events (museums, theaters, (Southworth, 2005)
historical sites, festivals, gatherings, congresses, handicrafts)
The presence of different strata (Bonet, et al, 2011)
Local and popular activities, rituals and events as intangible (Brambilla & Longo, 2003)
heritage (Lane and Etching, 2009)
Semantic Urban spaces pause, sense of place, sense of belonging (Team ten quoted from Bahreini
et al., 2009)
Continuity and continuity, confinement, compatibility (Trancik, 1986: quoted from
Pakzad, 2011)
Except as a whole, full of emotion (Alexander, 1994)
Individual mirrors, event, contrast, adaptation to climatic and (Habib et al., 2009)
environmental characteristics and human needs, identity
Interaction, traffic and access, platform of presence, social (Sterrett et al., 2012)
solidarity (Habibi, 2003, Pirnia, 2008,

Zahedian & Moosavi, 2013)
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Fig.4. Map of the area and location of the approved
historical context of Urmia city (Urban Planning Office
of Urmia City Improvement and Renovation Organization)
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Table 3. Recognition of the characteristics and cultural and historical background of the historical context of Urmia

Creative a

— p—
3 D

Table 4. Valuation of variables

Spectrum Too bad / too Bad / Low / Medium / Good / High / Very good /

evaluation—variables little / fifth Fourth third priority Second very much /

Quantitative / qualitative/ priority Priority Priority first priority

priority
Spectrum weight 1 2 3 4 5
weight average 1-1.8 1.81-2.6 2.61-3.4 3.41-42 4.21-5
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Table 5. Results of research components and sub-criteria questionnaire

and drink

Components, indicators and criteria of research Average current Average Average
item situation index component
g 1. How much do you feel attached to the neighborhood? 3.40 middle 2.93 2.77
‘% 2. Are there any landmarks in the neighborhood? 3.12 middle middle middle
& 3. What is the sense of meaning of the space when 2.75 middle
& passing through the neighborhood passages?
_% 4. Does looking at the walls give you a good sense of 2.48 Inappropriate
> place and identity?
5. How memorable and satisfied is the diversity and 3.04 middle 3.12
:ac_g historical attractions of the neighborhood? middle
_; s 6. How different usability of alleys and neighborhood 2.28 Inappropriate
: i spaces?
2 & 7. The extent of access to public transportation in the 3.64 Appropriate
a historical context?
8. What are the different routes to get home? 3.52 Appropriate
- 9. How much sense of comfort and convenience in the 2.57 Inappropriate 2.26
‘g face of different weather conditions? Inappropriate
g 10. How satisfied are you with the disposal of surface 2.36 Inappropriate
S water and waste?
E 11. How satisfied are you with the open spaces and 1.87 Inappropriate
H green space of the neighborhood?
12. To what extent has the neighborhood created jobs 2.44 Inappropriate 2.53 2.46
= for residents? Inappropriate Inappropriate
.2 13. The impact of tourist attractions on improving the 2.24 Inappropriate
% economic situation
§ 14. The effect of tourist attractions on eliminating 2.83 middle
K unemployment and creating employment
15. The extent of job opportunities with a cultural spirit 2.62 middle
16. What is the level of diversity of activities? 2.74 middle 2.38
= = 17. The amount of facilities that create comfort and 2.22 Inappropriate Inappropriate
2 g communication and activity and ...?
g ";‘;‘ 18. Satisfaction with the service and the presence of 2.48 Inappropriate
° éi signs and symptoms?
= 19. How much service is required at different hours of 2.09 Inappropriate
- the day?
5 . 20. Awareness of municipal approvals, laws and 225 Inappropriate 2.47
5 regulations, etc.? Inappropriate
?;E’D 21. The use of indigenous forces in the development of 2.11 Inappropriate
&  the neighborhood
§ 22. The presence of officials to speak in the 1.80 Very
g’ neighborhood Inappropriate
‘g 23. The amount of help to solve the problems of all 3.41 Appropriate
'S neighborhoods among the residents
:«:: 24. Meeting with neighborhood residents to talk or eat 2.80 middle
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Table 5. Results of research components and sub-criteria questionnaire

Components, indicators and criteria of research Average current Average Average
item situation index component
25. How interested are you in visiting the museum and 391 Appropriate 3.74 3.22
library? Appropriate middle
26. How interested are you in visiting cultural festivals 4.01 Appropriate
and exhibitions?
— 27. How interested are you in watching movies and 4.31 Appropriate
« . .
5 theater in the neighborhood?
= 28. How much attention is paid to local customs and 3.18 middle
O traditions?
29. The extent of your interest or agreement with the 3.34 middle
game net and game spaces
30. The level of interest in attending or encouraging art 3.69 Appropriate
= and handicraft classes
§ 31. The amount of conversation and greetings between 3.79 Appropriate 3.64
-§ neighbors and residents of the neighborhood? Appropriate
= 32. What are the spaces for gathering and pausing for 3.11 middle
= social interactions?
E ~ 33. How much do you like to be present in different 3.29 middle
g 'g parts of the neighborhood?
C %34 Do you agree with the construction of a 4.27 Appropriate
neighborhood cultural center and a hangout?
35. What is the presence of people of different ages and 3.77 Appropriate
genders and different religions and ethnicities in the
neighborhood streets?
36. How much space is there in the neighborhood to get 2.69 middle 2.29
g together? Inappropriate
2« 37. The amount of trash, benches, bulletin boards, etc.? 2.27 Inappropriate
2 38. Outdoor play area for children or residents' meeting 2.18 Inappropriate
g and street arts
& 39. Existence of information and newsstands and health 2.03 Inappropriate
service
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Table 6. Ranking of components (From the results of the people questionnaire)

Dimensions Indicators Average rating Friedman Prioritization
Dimensions Indicators Dimensions Indicators

Design Visual perception 1.40 5.10 3 5
oriented Physical 5.64 3
environmental 1.54 9
Creativity Economical 1.60 3.89 2 6
oriented operational 3.31 7
Participatory management 5.56 4
Community Cultural 3 8.84 1 1
oriented social 8.03 2
Stimulus space 3.09 8
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Table 7. Correlation coefficient between indicators

E 7 3 = g
= < <
=3 7 = en = o= ]
b 2 = ) = B = 2 =
o = s H 5 £ = 17 E
o A = 1 =2 S O £
A = = o = =
= »n
Perceptual 1
Physical 0.03 1
Environmental 0.025 0.021 1
Economical 0.032 0.095 0.105 1
Operational 0.033 0.041 0.267 0.064 1
Managerial 0.730 0.007 0.058 0.007 0.117" 1
Cultural 0.003 0.027 0.133™ 0.024 0.102 0.054 1
Social 0.764 0.150™ 0.017 0.154™ 0.088 0.910™ 0.472 1
Stimulus space 0.008 0.001 0.069 0.211 0.029 0.105" 0.177 0.490 1

* The significance of the relationship between the two variables can be interpreted at an error level of less than 0.05 and a confidence level of 0.95.
**The significance of the relationship between the two variables can be interpreted at an error level of less than 0.01 and a confidence level of 0.99.
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Table 8. Steps to achieve the reconstruction of the base culture

Steps Level Strategy

Politics

1 Local Creating a platform for local socio-cultural activities Creating informal cultural centers and open
spaces and producing entertainment
2 Regional Creating a platform for urban socio-cultural activities Establishment of cultural centers, urban space
and reviving culture and folklore and social infrastructure
3 National Commercialization of cultural activities and emphasis Commodification of experiences and urban

on tourism industry and other creative industries

cultural and agricultural industries

4 International

Creating macro hospitality and branding platforms and
introducing handicrafts and customs

Exploitation of social, spatial and cultural
potentials

Regeneration framework of histori-

cal contexts with a culture-based
approach to achieve sustainable

tourism development (Case study:

(Historical context of Urmia
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Fig.7. Spatial strategy and policy model of the historical context of Urmia
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