Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism. 13(1): 125-141, Spring & Summer 2022

Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism

(JIAU)
Homepage: https://www.isau.ir/

| ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER

Explaining the key concepts of the “Islamic city” in “Madinat Alfadilah” (Virtuous city) theory

of Farabi *

Marzieh Al Zahra Nassirpour !

, Mohammad Naghizadeh ?-** , Zahra Sadat Saeedeh Zarabadi *

1Ph.D. Candidate in Urban Planning, Department of Urban Development, Science and Research branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
2 Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Development, Science and Research branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
3 Associate Professor, Department of Urban Development, Science and Research branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT

Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBIJECTIVES: The present study is based upon the theory of
Received 2020/12/02 “madinat alfadilah” (virtuous city) to help develop the theoretical foundations related
Revised 2021/04/11 i to the concept of the “Islamic city”. This theory is one of the complete theories about the
Accepted 2021/06/19 i characteristics of the ideal city that “Farabi” has been able to systematize into a “scientific
Available Online  2022/09/22 itreatise”. “Farabi” is a wise scholar among Muslim thinkers whose theories can still be

ithe solution to today’s problems, due to his scientific comprehensiveness, intellectual

Keywords: order, and independence of thought from the conditions of his time. The freshness of his
Islamic City ithought is due to his indebtedness to Islamic sciences and knowledge. In this study, the
Ideal City main research questions are:

Virtuous City i 1. What are the key concepts of Farabi’s “madinat alfadilah” theory?

Farabi i2. How will these concepts play a role in explaining the theoretical foundations and

defining the concept of “Islamic city”?

i There are two approaches in the studies about “urbanization” and “civilization” in Farabi’s
i view: The first can be considered as “extracting individual concepts from Farabi’s works”,
§which includes studies that introduce single useful concepts for today’s society according
ito Farabi’s theories. The second can be called “extracting common concepts from the
i comparative study of Farabi’s works and other thinkers”, which includes studies that have
i compared his views with other thinkers who have provided theories in the field of society
{and the ideal city. The present study fills the gap between these two approaches. It is not
gmerely looking at single concepts, nor is it merely comparing Farabi’s works with other
i thinkers, based on the view that Farabi’s comprehensive theory can be a comprehensive
iand all-encompassing basis to define the “concept of the Islamic city”.
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ETHODS: This research is a descriptive-analytical study in terms of attitude and

addressing the research issue. Bibliographic study tools (with emphasis on referring
:§to primary sources) have been used to review and refine the texts and content of the
i materials. The research results have been obtained using the qualitative analysis method.
i According to the research process (based on the research canvas model (Latham 2016)),
ithe first step was to state the problem, explain the goals, and formulate the research
iquestions. The next stage determined the research position by reviewing previous
%research. Eventually, the theoretical literature was reviewed using an initial theoretical
iframework. In the analysis and findings section, using the approach of logical analysis,
ithe concepts extracted from Farabi’s idea were presented in three sectors. Also, these
i concepts were briefly explained, and their relationship with the “concept of the Islamic
%city” was stated. Finally, secondary concepts were obtained from the basic concepts to
iform the “theoretical foundation” of the “Islamic city” concept. The relations between
{all the mentioned concepts with the idea of the utopia were depicted in a diagram. The
gsecondary concepts were extracted by logical analysis and rational inference.
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1 { P=INDINGS: The theory of the “madinat alfadilah”, which is a solid basis for the concept
of “Islamic city”, emerges in Hakim Farabi’s thought from a complete and, at the same
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?time, complex process. He deduces this process from the general system of the created
i world. The starting point of this process is the “monotheism” and greatness of God
i Almighty. Explaining the hierarchy of beings, from the world of “Meaning” to the world of
i “Matter”, leads to the turning point of “Man”. The human soul has certain components.
ESome concepts such as “Wisdom, Will, and Authority” are defined for human beings.
Human “bliss” is another turning point in the process. Man needs a “social life” to achieve
i bliss. Thereby, the concept of the “madinat alfadilah” is born as the background for the
i formation of social life. After reviewing the sources and analyzing the results, the key
i concepts of Farabi’s theory include: “bliss”, “comprehensiveness”, “anthropocentric”,
“justice”, “global model”, “politics”, “social system”, “management” and “education”. These
i concepts were systematized in three sectors: “transcendent ideal, path and operational
i tools”, and their relationships were analyzed.

»ou
II

ONCLUSION: Based on the logical analysis of the above concepts in order to find their
: connection with the urban science literature through rational inference, the concepts
§of “purpose, approach, mechanism, form, context, organization and content” can be
explained according to the “Islamic city” concept. The concepts defining the Islamic city
i can be organized as follows:
i The transcendent ideal
i e The “purpose” of the Islamic city is human excellence and his “bliss”.
gpath
i eThe “mechanism” for achieving this goal is “politics”.
i eThe “form” of the Islamic city is to have a defined and specific “social system”.
i eThe “basis” and context of the formation and development of the Islamic city is “a global
model”.
ieThe general method or “approach” of the Islamic city is “comprehensiveness,
i anthropocentric and justice”.
{ Operational tools
g-The “organization” of the Islamic city can be explained by defining the concept of
i “management”.
i eThe limits of “education” will determine the “content” of this template.
i The process of emergence of the concept of “madinat alfadilah”, and the formation
i process of the theoretical basis of the “Islamic city” concept using key concepts of the
theory are shown in a diagram.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Explaining the emergence “process” of “madinat alfadilah” (city of virtuous) theory as a
i solid platform to form the concept of “islamic city”.

i - Extraction and analysis of key concepts of farabi’s theory as a theoretical basis for the
concept of “islamic city”.

i - Reconstruct the “structure” of farabi’s theory by explaining its “relations between key
i concepts” as a “basis” for defining the “concept of the islamic city”.
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Fig.1. Basis research canvas (Latham 2016, 10)
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Table 1. Key concepts in the theory of the “city of virtuous” (Farabi’s ideal city)

Position Concept

Dimensions

Transcendent Bliss
ideal

path Comprehensiveness

« Creating a philosophical link between the bliss of this world and the hereafter, using life
based on Wisdom and revelation

* The plan of the utopia is based on the system of the universe and not on the civil and
political system of the time

* Explain a world system (and not just a city) to achieve true bliss

Anthropocentric

Approach

* Defining the city as a space for the actualization of desirable human traits
» Recognition of man as the source of social change and influence on cities

Justice

« Attention and emphasis on gender justice, and consider a humane approach to the
separation of occupations, professions and sciences between the different sexes

Global model

» Attention and emphasis on the formation of a world Islamic government

Politics

« Paying attention to politics as a tool to bring human beings to perfection and excellence
* Emphasizing the need for divine legitimacy, not social acceptance, for the position of
social policy

Social system

Structure

¢ Defining community in the utopia as a context for responding to social needs and
achieving human perfection

* Divide complete and incomplete communities and consider hierarchies for them

* Emphasis on cooperation between the part and the whole in the components of the utopia
¢ Defining the cooperation of community members (any scale of the community) to achieve
bliss , as a condition of grace, superiority and virtue of the community

Operational Management

* Emphasize "management of the city by the perfect man", and explain the circumstances of

tools his absence

* Defining the city as a response to human nature, which fits the universe
* Explain the contradictions of the "madinat alfadilah", to better introduce the utopia

Education

» Emphasis on educating citizens and creating common beliefs among them (by logical and

rational reason) as a condition for achieving bliss
* Explain common information that all city dwellers should know and use according to their

intellect
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