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Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBIJECTIVES: Contemporary public spaces often do not adequately
Received 2021/03/04 i ¥ meet all human needs, resulting in a deficiency in their social dynamics. They tend to be
Revised 2021/05/17 i reduced to mere origin-destination places. While previous research has identified this issue
Accepted 2021/08/10 i to some extent, it has not yielded clear solutions. This study aims to identify the key factors

Available Online  2023/08/06 i for enhancing the functionality of these spaces, drawing inspiration from architectural and

§urban planning principles and thoughts. It prioritizes these factors within the context of

Keywords: i religious public spaces, specifically focusing on the forecourt of Jame’ Mosque in Qazvin,
Urban Space using the third-place theory. The study seeks to establish a strategic framework to transform
Joints i the forecourt space into a true third-place, proposing solutions to enhance its role within the

Forecourt i forecourt of Jameh Mosque in Qazvin.
Third-Place i
Forecourt of Jameh Mosque in ETHODS: The study adapts a combination of approaches, starting with quantitative

Qazvin factors and subsequently incorporating qualitative reasoning to offer design
recommendations. In order to translate these qualitative factors into quantifiable aspects
iand ensure their impact on the design process, a questionnaire was developed. This
i questionnaire was designed based on theoretical findings related to the spatial aspects of
i the forecourt and the conceptual framework of the third-place. During the initial phase,
ﬁthe most significant components and indicators were gathered from a pool of 24 influential
ifactors identified through the Delphi method, involving 20 experts. After analyzing the
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= i questionnaire using SPSS software, the top 14 factors with the most design influence were

iextracted in the second phase. Following this, by identifying the key components and

EF"" indicators for evaluating a place according to the third-place concept, the study evaluated
skl i the study area (the forecourt of Jameh Mosque in Qazvin). Ultimately, the research offers

i design solutions aimed at incorporating the qualities of the third-place into the shared
i entrance area of Jameh Mosque.

%Q INDINGS: To create a gradual change from one place to another, based on the qualities,
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i@ criteria and indicators identified in the theory of “third-place” and their prioritization
ifrom the architecture and urban design experts’ view, the most important criteria to
iachieve the quality and nature of the third-place in public places in the theoretical
ifield were defined. These criteria were prioritized for other studies in the field of urban
i design and architecture. In order to make the forecourt act as a joint according to the
gtheory of the “third-place”, complications arise in ensuring the functionally of the joint,
i which may result in either chaotic or monotonous designs. In this way, according to the
investigations, there are effective indicators which determine the creation and sustenance
i of a place classified as a “third-place.” Incorporating these characteristics is essential for
%the continued existence of such spaces within today’s urban public areas.

ONCLUSION: After analyzing the third-place theory and examining the indicators,
: design priorities were presented to improve the quality of social life in the forecourt
i of Jameh Mosque in Qazvin. The results can be generalized to other public spaces with
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: a similar spatial nature. Readability, invitingness, proper access, social interactions and
i maintaining the place efficiency are the requirements of “third-place” according to this
i research. To enhance the readability within these areas, it is advisable to reduce the
i density compared to the nearby blocks. This will make it easier to perceive information.
Following this, the invitingness will also become more effective. However, the key factor
gin reinforcing the invitingness within interface spaces lies in the utilization of various
i elements. Furthermore, indications of the adjacent spaces are present to serve as an
! initial welcome for users to engage with. In order to achieve a space for establishing social
! interactions, it is better to use a suitable space for pausing and having a conversation,
gwhich is suitable through the selection of urban furniture. Finally, design solutions were
{introduced in the case study.

i HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Explanation of the strategic framework to achieve “Third Place”.

- Providing solutions to improve forecourt space in order to reach “Third Place”.
i - Improving the quality of social interactions in the joint space.
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Fig. 3. Research conceptual framework

M o

LR |

c
o
[l
[ D
1’
G
I

\o
(74




2
ay

1

9

}
) J
q

k)

9

&)

s

PYO—YIR clrio /) 0 phois - 1F 0358 - 1FoY oyl g sles

L ol (Sl y | yo

) M ; Y i
PRt \ \ N l

Fig. 4. Maps of Qazvin Grand Mo

e

sque (Shahnawazet al., 2013)

Fig. 5. Range detection maps

oy el iy oS ) S sleSlLl
6‘)—} S ol )_4‘ U_" GMQQL..MJ sd_:TGA
6L.a$ 005.}_7:4 ).) ‘PG—w ulLA 6L®(;)43 l_v Ja_..u‘j
el el solies cxaly e gl
WS glas V) s b as s o 5138 56
5 ay> by sl poalles ¥« SaiSges Y
(bly>=F (Lad ;i S50 S 50 e 0 (9
e e 505 sloass 4 S ooy a bl )b
S A o S a5, e, elazal
doled Jae dwyody Jaie S lgeay LSl

Ra— eJ_AT 4 JL»: L as

‘?‘}b 6[90)&' 9 Lb)l&b‘)
=l Sz 5o oa bl Olallas 4y a g5 L

Jrloiyts 25 5 oo sl el sl
03gd o sl adgaS g Lajls i sllaos g0 0090 e
Slacal B jo  Sleladl bl ol jo g oui olull
Sl 000 ,5 slpiiion 00900 oyl yo  (Sldes o (IS

O LY )

Wy 9§ e
clasd olsul jo 6 I35 ,50 e o yiion cdobiiiw
So Oleedy dx bl a sl 0 )b slaly Lol
Slodd g b (seges slalad (o Jade gL
&Sl peal il e S glad oS5 a4 S
slady» &« S8 by« S SasS ey
ot 3 0955 B P slozrl OOl (51,8
K emllgm» Ca IS o € yog s o ws o
s S50 Sz 0 (G K 28, OGN
GUNOUSy AP CLAFEURVS JRCLANIPY:-PVS G FLV ESN LY 4
Iy Loadlge plow a Cod (6 s Cpod €y >
Do oo 0anl iV Joa o ;04 S 4 5e5 len 0o
NS 5l o Jalse ol 1) 9 B el
e o )l slge o d S (658
S el Jds | ele VO 4 b asl i olaw
Jodz i gasas od ool o ¥l oS

RGP P 00)51 Y



pow 350 43 055 o 3 osT (slod ket 5 owbbo 5laL 8 o050 Sl

YYO—YYR coloiuo /1 0 ybods - 1F 0398 . 1FoY cybiasl g sles

Table 1. The results of the Delphi questionnaire in the first stage

Affecting Factors N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Connecting inside and outside 20 4.35 0.745 0.167
20 0.718 0.161
20 0.503 0.112
0.607 0.136
20 0.745 0.167
By @@ 0.503 0.112
20 0.696 0.156
20 0.887 0.198
0.754 0.169
Residents of the building 20 0.745 0.167
Passersby 20 0.671 0.150
Neighbors 20 0.641 0.143
Neutral context 20 0.718 0.161
Leveling 20 0.686 0.153
Conversation 20 4.30 0.865 0.193
Availability 20 4.35 0.671 0.150
Fixed clients 20 3.85 0.745 0.167
Simplicity in appearance 20 3.75 0.851 0.190+
Preventing creation of a serious environment 20 3.95 0.826 0.185
Manifestation of the concept of a home away from home 20 3.85 0.671 0.150
0.759 0.170
0.686 0.153
0.826 0.185
0.896 0.156

The degree of influence is descending from green to red

Table 2. The results of the Delphi questionnaire in the second stage

Affecting Factors N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean

Connecting inside and outside 20 4.20 0.615 0.137
Determining privacy 20 3.40 0.753 0.168
Hierarchy 20 4.25 0.716 0.160
20 0.788 0.176

Navigation and routing 20 3.80 0833 0.186
El 4 0.917 0.205

Location 20 3.75 0.910 0.203
Physical design 20 3.50 0.827 0.184
2 [ 0.794 0.177

Facilities 20 3.35 0.812 0.181
Availability 20 3.40 0.940 0.210

I 0 degree of influence is descending from green to red
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Fig. 6. Influential indicators in the public spaces of religious buildings with an approach to the third place
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