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Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBIJECTIVES: The functional layout of student residences holds
Received 2021/11/12 i BPsignificant importance as these spaces serve as a collective ‘second home’ for their
Revised 2022/02/14 iresidents. Many students living in such complexes have left their hometowns and are
Accepted 2022/05/15 iadapting to a new city, often encountering individuals from diverse backgrounds and

Available Online  2023/12/27 i varying social behaviors. This adjustment period, especially in the initial months, highlights
i the crucial need for ensuring residents’ privacy within their living environment. This study
Keywords: :aims to evaluate the relationship between the functional layout of these residential

§spaces and their ability to safeguard residents’ privacy. By focusing on specific criteria
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%tailored to meet the privacy needs of student residence occupants, this research seeks to
iaddress the challenges posed by the transition to communal living in a new environment.
i{To understand the role of spatial organization in student residences, this study focuses
gon the spatial thresholds that define boundaries between interior and exterior spaces,
i emphasizing the creation of solitude and personal territories. The category of solitude
iand the creation of privacy and personal territories have been addressed in order to
iable to determine the desired solitude for the residents through the evaluation of the
§effective components of threshold that are resulted from the spatial organization of
isuch residences. Drawing upon David Canter’s theory of place, the study examines the
i physical-environmental, functional-activity, and perceptual-semantic components of
istudent residences. Specifically, it evaluates two residential complexes—the Imam
%Khomeini International University and the Islamic Azad University of Qazvin—to analyze
i their centralized and linear structural configurations. In addition, the study incorporates
i theories of environmental perception, such as Gibson’s ecological model of perception
iand the theory of environmental affordance, which emphasize the role of movement in
éacquiring environmental information. It also considers Barker’s ecological theory, which
i suggests that changes in behavior result from changes in the environment. These theories
iinform the extraction of research indicators and variables in the theoretical model,
i providing a framework for understanding the relationship between spatial organization
§and resident behavior.

ETHODS: The research questionnaire consists of two main sections. The first part
: assesses the quality of spatial organization in student residences regarding privacy,
i focusing on independent research variables. The second part gathers social data related to
ithe dependent variable of privacy, covering two components: environmental affordance
§and attachment to the environment. Both questionnaires utilize a 5-point Likert scale to
i categorize residents’ responses regarding privacy in student residences. To evaluate the
i theoretical models and determine the relationship between independent and dependent
ivariables, a multivariate method of structural equation modeling was employed. This
gapproach, facilitated by AMOS22 software, combines factor analysis and path analysis.
iThrough logical reasoning, survey data and structural equations are analyzed to draw
i conclusions.

INDINGS: The analysis reveals that physical-environmental characteristics apply the
strongest influence on spatial organization, with a factor loading of 0.83. Following
i closely, functional-activity characteristics rank second with a factor loading of 0.7, while
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?perceptual—semantic characteristics rank third with a factor loading of 0.56. In terms of
i evaluating privacy criteria based on the dependent variable questionnaire, environmental
i affordance demonstrates a higher impact with a factor loading of 0.71 compared to
i environmental attachment, which has a factor loading of 0.66. Furthermore, the significant
i correlation between privacy and spatial organization is evidenced by a factor loading
gof 0.62, indicating that spatial organization plays a pivotal role in shaping privacy, with
i internal components interacting synergistically.

ONCLUSION: The results highlight the significance of inner courtyards as an in-
between space, particularly in student residences, as they enhance productivity and

i spatial dynamics. Unlike linear designs, incorporating courtyards into residence spatial
%organization increases spatial thresholds, facilitating spatial selection and permeability.
i Additionally, the hierarchical arrangement of spaces within courtyards fosters privacy and
i territorial definition among residents. Overall, survey results underscore the importance
i of creating conducive atmospheres in student residences through a balanced integration
 of physical-spatial and perceptual-behavioral factors. These factors not only influence the
desirability of residences but also contribute to resident satisfaction and the establishment
{ of stable behavioral patterns.

i HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Measurement of privacy by considering the factors affecting spatial organization and the
ability of spatial threshold levels to achieve privacy in student residential complexes of the
i target community.

i - Determining the relationship between spatial organization and mechanisms for providing
i privacy (based on the three components of territoriality, personal space, and interaction)
and explaining the principles of design in the direction of providing privacy and maintaining
i and preventing it in the collective space of a student residence.

i - Using interviews and questionnaires to measure the quality indicators of privacy in the
spatial organization of the residence.
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Fig. 1. Factors affecting the pattern of privacy in settlements
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Fig. 3. Model of measuring environmental quality in the space of student residence
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Table 1. Values of the sample size in each studied settlement based on the sample population

The name of the residence

Type of structure

Number of sample population Number of samples

1 Shahid Bahonar Linear form 407 68
2 Kausar Central courtyard form 303 51
3 Lale Linear form 800 134
4 Narges Central courtyard form 400 67
Total 1910 320
kslbd.)l.,._.w] &J.x.)dj_“;sa 03— 6)—5}.& .]ol_‘} )L?-l_m uwb

i oolad 5as 0 Lagll 6,8 )8 czge ol
25,5 oo

G—llae 45 00l oo oSS slalad jo (—Jled)
(4dlga) gy dw ais] py Jol s yo 6 w00 Jos
S WL bl o gl - oS > caS
—srez CetS g Lo L LS | o 8l 0 - STl
u»u‘)_) P9 C.la_u)éa s.A_»JLtﬁ l_> Jol_r.'f)‘)o 6)u)
5 =Sk 8, ol ,8 an b —liidly, ol s
Tobw ol ( olad lejlw wluly laoe o LB
> (—lled g5 (Frat b g (69,8 Slogas
3 Sy palas Snles 5o 5 (s 5 =) )8,
Ad s S s Sl ceaS adlge A dcgoe )

slolad g, dya o5 ( olad pl ) SUo 5l o lats

BisSws l has y2 o (60, Slos g (s0dlS gl3xe
=y Lalad lenz ogxiy ,osd o ail o
3,5 aalgs sloul olad goie Sy S mhw jo )
(Abbaszadegan, 2002: 67) s;w 65 5o 1, &oly >
oals s =l wladsy ¢ b sasie Oladsy
Shariati, 2019:) el eols o5 Lalad o) Lacled
o o (Sl slalad Bl s o sl 10 (232
N 5 Sl o oold LS Y Jguz b olalb
Gl o (Sl 00gume Slodar i b0 o
P05 0 )8 (o2 3590 QIS L ()3 da e
—=lad slaaliwl Bl 0,8 Ll gu>g Jlog s
laalwl i log e Gl oS o At e |,
La‘_rj).) o&p)éc&jsﬁeso&pjéww

0"

LI BRaN |

c

];. 3

(S -

[y

[ 1]
b

I’

23

I

\o
(73




99

1

9

ay
) J
q

N
2 9

&)

s

YEV—Y55 Oloxio /¥ 0o 1F 0398 - 1P+ (ylimo; g s

o 30 Lugo (535> (g0 i g |5l

=lsp 5 ol bl og aslns 5 (ligmtils (o9
OB _iils g0 :gol—aidl g K2 yd Ol _woguas
o8 _zils o8 lg3 jo a S wias oLzl ol5l g g
o0 slacade b 3550 gl iS5 SlSw (dgo
2)l0 ygmd 3 oy S (e (e (59 ado |
Ao (390l Al 99 50 sy Ly izman
WSS 90 2 4o ol golamdl byl b a S a0 §
il e e Ly i

2,3 Glhemzils jlald w1608 Wlogas
PN CO/31 L PPV E3v 3 L P KON L S DUP-C 5 a S EY-P W
Slogas gl ple &g wasa 51, 250 ga i)l
P aS Gl pSdan eV a8 I8 p by 0,5
A dlge miy o e sloadlse o, S 5, 5 L >
O (S osl L g 5 T sl (Gas s SV
lwlis (fBa2) J =S la o lsmie 4 LS L
WU JC g FYE
bl oS o s o 45,8 3llas
o=l e a S o il e pamiils oSSy lad
L 50 (paileslr Lo psize Lz Siny

oS S5 sl s, e wily , st o oren

slolre L)) b o LS (sl lid) 4y
e g Sl 5 (Ve 5 Lo Sllen L () 5e)
5 Cmsp Ll glpadlse Ly ooy (Siuds
5 ool ashl e )by 5has zlhge il alai el
Jﬁfw9;wﬁu)wu—"g5‘)—’d—~”°4ﬁ—-~
Ol =y g o=b gl 50 5 sl el (gg5g0
odel Cwas pdlis 51 S5 o (6 ,Soslul slaasiw

9 ek 5 g E9Dg0 dldin 59Ty 3,k 5l e
WS gy ¥ Jgar llas g9-dge 5l 0us )0 e
Oly—ie doy oy iy s §fiod (0, S3gue (gl

Ay 0 45 Wl olwlid , Salilie oln,gsls
oo 5 oA i Enaz sl 5 Laaiges Lo

" . 4_3 ).l_é‘ 9 tsé?,l_,j; . 4_3 . " . . IQlJ‘;‘ L‘)l_g)

Table 2. The limits of the middle space in the 4 plans of the investigated residence

The ratio of the middle space to the
total space

Kausar's residence

Explanatory diagram of
interspatial relations
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Table 3. Environmental components influencing in the comparative study of the concept of place in spatial
organization

Independent variable components Criterion

Indicator

Physical components
(Body)

Movement-structural realm

Environmental capability based on spatial organization

Capability of spatial threshold levels

Semantic components

Perceptual realm

The meaningfulness of place

Functional-activity components
(Activity)

Collective-behavioral realm

Activity related to collective behavior

Activity with privacy protection

Time continuity
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Table 4. Components, Criteria, Indicators and measures of solitary behaviors

Component Criterion Indicator Measures of solitary behavior
Residents' Environmental  Cooperation Common The shared use of the kitchen and shared bathroom services by two
private capability (Neighborhood interests and rooms has caused me to interact with the accommodation units in
behaviors or interaction) activities the neighborhood of my room.
Participation Apart from the times when I am studying, resting, and doing

and association

personal things, I tend to hang out with my friends in dormitories.

Territorial Space arena The separation of the living space (bed and desk, etc.) is effective in
(Monitoring the extent of my territoriality.
the bl(;rde(ri O}E Personalization ~ The personalized space of two students in the room is effective in
onesethan) the defining my personal territory.
other
Congestion The simultaneous use of room space by several roommates is
adjustment effective in reducing my territoriality.
Personalization Functional I tend to have my bed in the room far from my roommates' beds
or distance
(identification) Independence . I tend to have a personal space for myself in the room that is
in place separated from the rest of the room by a curtain or a closet or
(Affiliation) something else and no one can enter it.
Ownership I tend to have my closets and personal belongings individually
(Esteem) owned by me
Safety Location Markings inside the settlement, both in terms of shape and form,
bookmarking have a kind of comfort and psychological security for me
Space I feel safe by providing the necessary lighting in the public areas of
visibility the settlement and its surrounding areas
Visibility of the whole space from any place makes me feel safe
Location The control of the space by the caretakers in the student residence
control increases the security of the space
Controlling my personal territory through spatial separation or
personal decoration gives me a sense of security
Attachment to Sense of Physical The extent of my attachment to the settlement is directly related to
the belonging belonging the extent of providing my personal privacy
environment P e :
There are spaces inside the settlement building and its grounds that
give me a sense of belonging and attachment
Incorporeal My personal decorations in my room have an effect on how much I
belonging belong.
The presence of diverse cultures and ethnicities in the dormitory has
increased my sense of belonging to the place
The level of intimacy and contact I have with other students in the
dormitory makes me feel like I belong to this place.
Satisfaction My sense of belonging to this settlement is because of the pleasant
experiences and events that happened during my stay
I am satisfied with the separation of public and private areas in my
accommodation unit
The available facilities to provide individual privacy in the
residence have satisfied me
I feel satisfied with the dimensions of the spaces and the total area
of the units
Identity Distinction My individual identity is preserved in this settlement.
Having a distinct and special space emphasizes my individual
identity
Meaning This settlement has a special meaning for me
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Table 5. Operational definition of indicators for measuring the quality of solitude in the spatial organization of the

settlement

Physical-environmental criterion

Practical reagents

Environmental capability index based on spatial organization

Adaptability (Flexibility)

The ability to change the structure of the environment according
to the conditions

Spatial proportion

The ratio of full and empty space, the ratio of open and closed
space

Readability
Spatial hierarchy

Simplicity and complexity of space (freedom of spaces)

order in spatial levels

Spatial distribution and configuration

The type of spatial structure, the location and distribution of open
and semi-open space compared to closed space, the position of
spaces relative to each other

Location

Open and closed location

Accessibility

Non-fixed elements (lights, decorations, furniture(

Physical and visual permeability, movement in space and
orientation in space

Equipment and furniture, light and

Physical-environmental comfort

View and landscape of green space coverage

Capability Index of Spatial Threshold Levels

Practical reagents

Separation Separation of spaces by physical fence, hierarchy of arenas,
territorialism, personalized space with decorations
Interference Interference of spaces through middle space or mediating
elements such as door, window
Confinement Visual and physical fence, height of view points
Proximity Adjacency of spaces through walls, doors and interface space

Functional-activity criterion

Practical reagents

Activity diversity index

Activity related to collective behavior

The availability of activity ranges - confrontation and interaction
situations, proximity to neighboring units, cohesion (integrity and
unity of the whole structure), spatial connection, physical-visual
connection

Privacy index

Activity with privacy and private space

Perceptual-semantic criterion

Spatial enclosure (visual and physical fence), spatial separation
(areas and activities), security, determining a spatial territory
freely, spatial depth, spatial hierarchy

Practical reagents

Individual indicators

Gender, level of education, personality states related to
solitude (aversion to solitude and preference for solitude),
length of residence

Index of semantic interfaces

Expectations from space, needs, preferences of residents in
relation to privacy

Individual characteristics and the type of
interpersonal relationships

Spatial The-amount
I organization —> of privacy
Spatial threshold Middle space
T levels capability T
Dependent
Independent (M) Mediator )
variable(X) — (XM) » variable — MY) —»
| (XY) |

Fig. 6. Related variables and the relationship between them

Table 6. Cronbach’s alpha values for research components

Component Number of questions Cronbach's alpha
Physical-environmental characteristics 44 0/841
Activity-Functional characteristics 9 0/783
Perceptual-semantic characteristics 9 0/826
Cronbach's alpha for all questions of spatial organization questionnaire 0/879
Environmental capability 13 0/815
Attachment to the environment 14 0/827
Cronbach's alpha for all questions of the private questionnaire 0/843
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Table 7. The results of multivariable regression to investigate the effect of 3 active semantic and physical
environmental components on previse

Component Non-standard coefficients  Standard coefficient B The value of the t statistic Significance level
B Standard deviation
Constant 2/536 0/253 10/022 0/001
Physical-environmental  0/712 0/085 0/554 8/333 0/001
Activity-functional 0/324 0/067 0/354 4/864 0/001
Perceptual-semantic 0/200 0/057 0/215 2/761 0/026
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Fig. 7. The status of the components of spatial
organization according to centralized and linear
organization
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Fig. 8. The state of the components of the solitude
variable by organization
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Table 8. Descriptive statistics of students’ satisfaction
with privacy by residence

Residence Average Standard deviation
Shahid Bahonar 3/06 0/817
Kausar 4 0/475
Lale 3/36 0/850
Narges 3/61 0/616
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Table 9. Descriptive statistics of variable criteria of privacy by residence

Criterion Centralized organization Linear organization
Average Standard deviation Average Standard deviation
4 4
Environmental capability 3.97 0.619 3.4 0.615
Attachment to the environment 3.82 0.549 3.45 0.612
Territoriality 4.24 0/793 3.44 0.972
Personalization 4.07 0.815 3.4 0.824
Cooperation 3.87 1.054 34 0.993
Safety 3.78 0/808 3.37 0.860
Sense of belonging 3.87 0/679 3.52 0.762
Satisfaction 3.78 0/589 3.26 0.848
Identity 3.75 0/924 3.54 0.940
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Fig. 9. Modeling structural equations relating spatial organization to privacy
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