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ﬁwords, design fields in Iran have developed in line with global trends and should not be
i considered undeveloped, fledgling, or even scarce. However, initial exploratory studies
{indicate that design areas, especially in fields like industrial design or fashion design, still
§suffer from low scientific and research status. This situation highlights shortcomings in
i policy-making related to design disciplines. One reason for this is that systematic reviews
{and meta-analyses are essential in any scientific field, as they help assess the current
i state and guide future planning. However, in the field of design studies in Iran, there is
ga significant scientific gap. This gap undermines any planning or policy making in design
i studies, leading to a lack of concrete foundations. To gain a thorough understanding of
i the scientific status of design studies in Iran, the following question was posed: What is
i the quantitative and qualitative state of design studies in Iran? Answering this requires a
benchmark, leading to the preliminary question of this research: What is the quantitative
iand qualitative state of design studies globally? To answer these two questions, a set of
{inquiries was formulated and addressed through various research and study stages.

ETHODS: This research is a meta-analysis study (based on the PRISMA method).
: In terms of data nature, this research is qualitative, and regarding data collection
i methods, it is a documentary research. A grounded theory categorization method was
used to classify and analyze the data. After identifying the selected categories, a reasoning-
i based discussion and conclusion were developed. The research process started with a
i series of key questions, including: What is the state of design studies globally? What are
i the main areas and subfields of design studies? What are the statistics on researchers and
academic research documents? And, what is the quantity and quality of articles related to
i design studies in Iranian (Persian-language) journals?

INDINGS: In this research, we initially identified thirty-three scientific journals in the
;0 field of design studies, focusing on the two databases JCR and SJR. Then, a sample of
{articles from 2010 to 2021 was categorized in detailed tables over three stages. This review
%indicates the existence of nine core categories, which are: “Design Methodology (Design
i Cognition),” “Philosophy and Theory of Design,” “Design Education,” “Communication of
i Design and Form,” “Design and Creativity,” “Specialized-Professional Studies,” “Interactive
i Design,” “Design Context,” and “History, Critique, and Aesthetics of Design.” In the second
gstep, the research focused on the scientometrics of design studies in Iran, which generally
iunderscores the weak presence of Iranian researchers on the international stage. No
i reputable specialized journals in Persian were identified; only six scientific journals were
i found that accept articles in the field of design studies. The findings show that, out of a
gtotal of 248 issues from these journals, only 168 articles are related to design studies. Of
ithese, 112 are based on student theses (mostly at the master’s level), which also raises
i concerns about the quality of the articles.
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ONCLUSION: The discussions around the findings reveal diverse outcomes, including
the fact that design studies are experiencing significant growth worldwide, particularly
in the UK and the USA. However, even at a global level, certain topics and dimensions
i of design remain underexplored, such as design economics, design aesthetics, design
 critique, design history, and traditional design. Overall, it appears that design studies have
not seen substantial growth in interdisciplinary dimensions and have yet to establish a
¢ distinct discourse, despite being outward-facing. In other words, although design studies
i are growing globally, compared to other scientific fields, they still face challenges and
{ imbalances across various domains. In analyzing the state of design studies in Iran, a range
§of information was gathered, revealing significant weaknesses in both quantitative and
i qualitative dimensions. These include the quantity and scientific structure of the research,
i the depth and impact of the research content, the lack of support and funding for research,
i especially from non-university institutions, and the misalignment of research with the
country’s scientific, practical, and educational needs. Even in a superficial comparison with
i other scientific fields and the arts in Iran, design studies are in a notably poor condition.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

Thirty-three titles of specialized journals of design studies have been identified and
{introduced. Then, the branches and focal areas of common design studies in the world
i since 2010 have been introduced.

i~ An assessment and analysis of the state of design studies in Iran has been done, which
shows the statistics of the number of magazines and articles related to the subject.

i- Discussions have been done on the findings that show some characteristics and
i quantitative and qualitative problems of design studies in Iran.
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Table 1. List of journals related to design studies and their topics

Journal Title Q Cites / H- Since Country Field of Expertise
Doc. index
(2years)
1 Co Design Q1/0.916 1.89 25 2005 UK Collaborative Design
2 Design Studies Q1/0.910 2.82 92 1979 UK Design in Arts and Humanities (Diverse)/
Computer Science/ Engineering / Social
Sciences
3 Journal of Urban Design Q1/0.842 2.10 45 1996 UK Arts and Humanities/ Geography and Urban
Planning
4 International Journal of Technology and  Q1/0.817 2.17 40 1990  Netherlands Design and Technology Education
Design Education
5 Research in Engineering Design Q1/0.780 2.65 68 1990 UK Engineering Design
6 Journal of Engineering Design Q1/0.692 52 1990 UK Engineering Design
7 Design Science Q1/0.577 3.19 15 2015 UK Design/ Focus on Industrial and
Engineering Areas
8 International Journal of Design Q2/0.510 1.80 40 2007 Taiwan Design / Computer Science/ Engineering
9 International Journal of Design Q1/0.380 1.44 12 2013 UK Creativity in Design
Creativity and Innovation
10 Design Journal Q2/0.349 0.55 19 1998 UK Design Across All Fields
11 Journal of Design Research Q2/0.341 0.625 20 2001 UK Diverse/Specialized Learning and Teaching
in Design
12 Design Issues Q2/0.340 0.69 33 2000 uUs Design/History, Theory, and Critique of
Design
13 International Journal of Art and Design ~ Q1/0.312 0.54 25 1982 UK Teaching Art and Design
Education
14 Design and Culture Q1/0.286 1.15 11 2009 UK Cultural and Social Context of Design
15 Strategic Design Research Journal Q2/0.240 0.55 18 2013 Brazil Strategic Design for Development and
Innovation
16 Journal of Interior Design Q1/0.229 0.50 13 1975 us Interior Design
17 Art, Design & Communication in Higher  Q2/0.206 0.56 7 2002 UK Teaching Art, Design, and Communications
Education
18 Technology Architecture and Design Q1/0.184 0.44 2017 us Building Technology and Architecture
19 Archives of Design Research Q1/0.179 0.20 2017 Korea Various Fields of Design, including
Industrial Design, Communications, and
Services
20 Journal of Design Q1/0.157 0.35 3 1996 China Diverse/Scientific and Critical
21 Journal of Design, Business and Society  Q1/0.155 0.43 2 2015 UK Cultural and Contextual/Economics of
Design
22 International Journal of Design Q2/0.148 0.17 3 2013 usS Teaching and Learning Design/Design
Education Methodology
23 Design Principles and Practices Q2/0.144 0.08 6 2014 us Selected Articles on Design
24 Journal of Design History Q2/0.133 0.14 22 1988 UK History of Design/In the Fields of Industry,
Applied Arts, and Visual and Material
Culture
25 Architectural Design Q2/0.128 0.22 22 2002 us Architectural Design
26 International Journal of Visual Design Q2/0.124 0.18 3 2014 usS Graphic Design
27 International Journal of Design Q2/0.118 0.36 3 2014 [N Design Management and Development
Manag t and Prof 1 Practice
28 International Journal of Designed Q3/0.102 0.3 3 2014 us Nature and Form of Design
Objects
29 Interiors: Design, Architecture, Culture Q3/0.101 0.07 5 2010 UK Interior Architecture and Design
30 International Journal of Architectonic, Q3/0.101 0.10 2 2014 us Architectural and Urban
Spatial, and Environmental Design Design/Sustainability
31 West 86 Q3/0.101 0.00 8 1993 us Decorative Arts, History of Design, and
Material Culture
32 International Journal of Design in Society Q4/0.101 0.05 3 2014 usS Social Context of Design
33 Harvard Design Magazine Q4/0.100 0.02 7 1997 usS Promoting Interdisciplinary/Critique
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Table 2. Categorization of research design topics and areas
Canonical coding: field Core Coding: Branch Open Coding: Topic
Design Methodology Prescriptive Methodology Design process
Design method

Design tools

Design management

Computer aided design

Assessing methods

Materials and tools

Descriptive Methodology Design methodology
Design practice

Design problem

Design problem solving

Framing

Decision making

Material interactions

Design Thinking Design thinking
Design science

Science and design

Time in design
Design Cognition Design cognition
Affordance
Cognitive strategy

Design metacognition

Network-based cognitive maps

Semantic reframing

Product metaphor

Fixation

Design conversation

Design conversations

Expertise in Design Reflective practice
Design expertise

Expertized and Novice

Design Psychology Psychology of design
Positive Design: Design for Subjective Well-Being

Design behavior

Design, Prototyping, and Virtual Reality 3d print
Prototyping strategies
Product modeling
Virtual reality
Virtual design

Artificial intelligence

o=y () § el ey ('S el
Yy SET

Philosophy and Theory of Design Philosophy of Design >
Design epistemology .
Design research B
Research in design p
Logic of Design ‘:.
Design anthology [4

Design phenomenology
Philosophy of Design and Technology

Activity theory

Design activity

Design Education Design pedagogy
Design studio education

Creative pedagogy

Online design education

Learning together

Education space

History of Design Education
Cultural Sustainability in Design Education
Critical thinking

Communication of Design and Form Design communication

Communication through design

Visual communication design

Design representation

Shape grammar

Design and Identity
Brand

Shape language

YV Y
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Table 2. Categorization of research design topics and areas

Canonical coding: field Core Coding: Branch

Open Coding: Topic

Design and Creativity

Specialized Occupational Studies

Creativity

Creative design

Team ideation

The life cycle of creative ideas

Creative space

Generative design

Group ideation

Conceptual design
Effect-driven design

Smart home design
Parametric design
User centered design
Modular design
Exhibition design

Sustainable design

Material driven design

Service design

Interface design

Behavioral design

Interactive Design

Distributed design
Network-based design

User centered design

Co- design
Participatory design

Design Context Design context

Design and Social Responsibility

Design Anthropology

Design context
Interdisciplinary context
Social design

Democratized design

Socially responsible design

Design activism

Care and responsibility in design

Design for elderly and older adults
Decolonizing design

Peacebuilding contexts

University-industry collaboration

Sme

Anthropological design

Design anthropology

Design and Culture

Universal design

Design ethics

Design and consumption culture

Design and Neoliberalism
Design for Everyday Life
Design tradition

Design and Cultural Heritage

Global design

Things and Objects

History, Criticism, and Aesthetics of Design

Decolonising design

Design critisism

Design history

Design studies history

Design aesthetics
Product aesthetics
Interaction aesthetics

Aesthetics of Interaction
Styling

Design styles




ol 39 o1 Slallle Julod 3 i

Yed—YYe Olmio /1 o 5loas . 18 0599 . AFo¥ (bl g 4l

Table 3. Domestic journals that accept research reports related to design, especially industrial design

Journal Title Since Number of Number of articles Extracted from a thesis
Issues related to design or student research.

Journal of Fine Arts - Visual Arts 2011 51 78 54
Journal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts 2016 12 14 8
Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism 2010 22 15 13
Journal of the Glory of Art (Jelve-y-honar ) 2010 29 6 4
Journal of visual and applied arts 2008 32 23 14
Bagh-e- Nazar 2004 102 32 19

Total 248 168 112

Table 4. Topics of design research in Iran

Focal point

Designcontext The relationship between culture

and design

Core concepts
Design for the disabled

Social context

Cultural and social sustainability

Comprehensive design

Social design

Culture industry

Stable design

Positive design

Design communication Iranian Identity

Form grammar

Semiotics

Life style

Form morphology

Design communication

Brand Semantics

Corporate identity

Design aesthetics Fashion aesthetics (clothes)

Design aesthetics

Design theory and philosophy Design epistemology

Phenomenology of design

Design theory

Research method in design

Design and product psychology Product psychology

Hermeneutic analysis of design

Post modern

Psychology of designers

Design methodology Design perception

Design thinking

Design methodology

Afternoon

Visual thinking

Design process

Kansi Engineering

Product development

Design models

Personalization

Emotional design

Child user research

Prototyping and design

User research

Drawing in design

Interactive design Interactive graphics

CreatOlogy Collective creativity

Network design

Interactive design

Creativity

Design education Education and experience

Design curriculum

Career and specialized studies Landscape design

Medical equipment design

Service design

Environmental Graphic

Ergonomic design

Clothes design

Toy design

Designing educational aids

Packaging Design
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Fig. 1. Number of design studies journals from 1975 to 2017 (Vertical axis is the number of journals and horizontal axis is
the years of publication from 1975 to 2017)
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