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i people. Despite the importance of this transformation, few studies have closely examined
{how these social and political changes appeared in the physical form of houses. This
research aims to explore how different social factors influenced the evolution of housing
i architecture in Tabriz during this transitional period. Due to Tabriz’s strategic location near
i Russia and the Ottoman Empire, and its political significance with the presence of the
i Crown Prince, the city was especially exposed to modern ideas and cultural interactions.
By studying these influences, this research tries to explain how political and social
developments affected the structure, space, and function of residential buildings in Tabriz.
i The primary research question is: How did the form, spatial organization, and function of
i houses in Tabriz change between the late Qajar and early Pahlavi periods, and what were
%the main causes behind these architectural transformations?

ETHODS: This study employs a qualitative research approach combining field
H observations and library-based documentary analysis. A total of 40 residential
¢ buildings dating from the Qajar and early Pahlavi periods, accessible for onsite visits and data
i collection, were selected as case studies. The research method is descriptive-interpretive,
i focusing on identifying spatial patterns, architectural elements, and functional changes
within these homes. Data collection included visual surveys, photographic documentation,
i and archival research to gather information on the layout, structural modifications, and
i use of spaces within these houses. The analysis focused on understanding the progression
i of architectural transformations and linking them to historical social changes, thereby
%enabling a comprehensive understanding of the mutual interaction between society and
i residential architecture in Tabriz.

INDINGS: The findings reveal that architectural reforms and spatial modifications in

Tabriz’s houses began gradually during the mid-Qajar period and intensified in the early
Pahlavi era. Initially, these changes influenced the lifestyles of the residents, marking a shift
i from traditional living patterns. In the early Pahlavi period, significant spatial reorganization
i took place, where multi-functional spaces traditionally reflecting Iranian cultural and social
i customs were either removed or repurposed. For example, inner courtyards (Andaruni),
gtransitional entrance spaces such as porches, corridors, and vestibules, as well as other
i characteristic features like pool rooms (Howzkhaneh), continuous verandas (lwan), and
i alcoves (Kalleh'i), gradually disappeared or lost their original forms. Instead, these were
i replaced by simpler, mono-functional rooms designed primarily for living, sleeping, or
 resting. This transformation led to the removal of many traditional spaces and a simpler
spatial form.

ONCLUSION: This research concludes that the spatial and architectural
transformations observed in the houses of Tabriz during the late Qajar and early
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?Pahlavi periods are direct reflections of the broader political, social, and cultural shifts of
i the era. The transformation from traditional, multi-functional houses to simpler, function-
i specific residential spaces mirrors the modernization process and changing lifestyles
%inﬂuenced by Iran’s interaction with neighboring powers and internal reforms. Tabriz’s
i unique geopolitical position accelerated these changes, making it a critical case study
i for understanding Iran’s architectural evolution during this period. Ultimately, this study
i demonstrates how architecture serves as a tangible record of social history, embodying
%the complex interplay between cultural identity, political change, and everyday life. These
i findings contribute valuable insights into the field of architectural history and urban
i studies in Iran, highlighting the importance of preserving and studying historical houses as
living documents of societal transformation.

{HIGHLIGHTS:

- Physical Transformation of Houses from Qajar to Early Pahlavi.

i - Impact of Socio-Cultural Changes on Domestic Spatial Organization.

- Simplified Forms, Loss of Hierarchy, and Extroversion in House Architecture.
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Fig. 1. Location of the Studied Houses in the City of Tabriz

The houses are listed as follows: 1— Behnam House 2— Rahimi House 3— Salmasi House 4— Hariri House 5— Amir Nezam
House 6— Ghadaki House 7— Mashrouteh House8— Alavi House 9— Kalkatechi House 10— Heydarzadeh House 11— Sedghiyani
House 12— Nematzadeh House 13— Meshkian House 14— Naghshineh House 15— Sarkarati House 16— Sharbetzadeh House
17— Nikdel House 18— Bolourchian House 19— Khataei House 20— Company House 21— Sehhati House 22— Sorkhehi House
23— Sharbetoghli House 24— Ganjeizadeh House 25— Kalantari House 26— Mojtahediha House 27— Ali Mosio House 28—
Seghatoleslam House 29— Amir Parviz House 30— Solhjou House 31— Ahdi House 32— Lalaei House 33— Neishabouri House
34— Goharion House 35— Ardoubadi House 36— Rastgar House 37— Savojbolaghi House 38— Nasehzadeh House 39— Etesami

House 40— Shahid Fakher House
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Table 1. Summary of Previous Studies on the Transformation of Historic House Architecture and Domestic Living Culture

Title Research Authors Descripton
° Typology of Historic Houses in Qajar-Era Urmia  Belali Askouei & Dehghan, = Main goal: classification and analysis of houses
< 2021 based on morphological characteristics.
Q
E Evolution of Main Components of Tabriz Houses Haghjou et al., 2019 Focus on spatial structure, main elements, fagades,
a (Qajar to Second Pahlavi) and their transformations.
= : - o - T - :
g Typology of Main Spaces in Multi-Wing Houses ~ Rahrouy Poudeh et al., 2018 Typologlce?] categor{zatlc?n and comparative analysis
2 of Isfahan. of spatial forms in historical houses
E Impact of Physical Transformations on the Aghalatifi & Hojjat, 2017  Investigates the relationship between the concept of
5P Concept of Home in Contemporary Tehran home and its physical transformation
£ é A New Pattern of Form Grammar in Hassani & Norouz Seeks a transferable model for today's homes
b 2 Contemporary Housing: Qajar Houses of Tabriz Barazjani, 2018 through analysis of physical and semantic features
£ :‘é and Tehran.
S < History and Architecture of Old Tabriz Houses Esmaili & Omrani, 2014 Focus on documentation and conceptual-functional
H analysis of houses in the old city
S
z Transformation of Historic Houses in Qajar-Era Gholichkhani et al., 2013 Studies architectural quality and construction
= Gorgan techniques in the context of transformation.
g Role of Courtyard in Spatial Organization: Qajar Beyti, 2010 Explores the role of courtyard through spatial pattern
& Houses of Tabriz analysis of traditional houses
=
2 Old Houses of Tabriz Keynejad & Shirazi, 2010 Descriptive documentation of plans, facades, and
e sections without spatial analysis
w Relationship between Lifestyle and Alipour et al., 2020 Examines how changes in lifestyle impact spatial
E =) Contemporary House Form in Mashhad configurations and human-home interaction
=
(3 Z ,E = o Factors in Morphological Transformation of Haghshenas & Hanachi, Identifies key drivers of spatial and typological
28 é 'j s Iranian Houses: Case of Lar 2020 changes in traditional houses of Lar
TE&EEE : o p - P p P p
5E E 2 5 Cultural Reading of Historical Houses in Aghalatifi & Koliyati, 2018  Explores home meaning within varying cultural
T2 g Sanandaj contexts beyond physical analysis
- I
E s =Rl Cultural Analysis of the Salmasi House (Tabriz) Fardanesh et al., 2013 Investigates the connection between cultural context
2 and built environment in Salmasi House

Based on Rapoport's Theory
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Table 2. Overview of the Studied Houses Based on Construction Period
No. House Name Period of Image No. House Name Period of
Construction Construction
1 Behnam House Early Qajar 21 Sehhati House Late Qajar
2 Rahimi House Early Qajar 22 Sorkhehi House Late Qajar
3 Salmasi House Early Qajar 23 Sharbetoghli House Late Qajar
4 Hariri House Early Qajar 24 Ganjeizadeh House Late Qajar
5 Amir Nezam Mid- Qajar 25 Kalantari House Late Qajar
House
6 Ghadaki House Mid- Qajar 26 Mojtahediha House Late Qajar
7 Mashrouteh House Mid- Qajar 27 Ali Mosio House Late Qajar
8 Alavi House Mid- Qajar 28 Seghatoleslam Late Qajar
House
9 Kalkatechi House Mid- Qajar 29 Amir Parviz House Late Qajar
10 Heydarzadeh Mid- Qajar 30 Solhjou House Late Qajar
House
11 Sedghiyani House Mid- Qajar 31 Ahdi House Late Qajar
12 Nematzadeh Mid- Qajar 32 Lalaei House Pahlavi I
House
13 Meshkian House Mid- Qajar 33 Neishabouri House Pahlavi [
a9
ay
.a) 14 Naghshineh House Mid- Qajar 34 Goharion House Pahlavi [
q
9
. a 15 Sarkarati House Mid- Qajar 35 Ardoubadi House Pahlavi I
= l
16 Sharbetzadeh Mid- Qajar 36 Rastgar House Pahlavi I
< House
q
- 6 17 Nikdel House Mid- Qajar 37 Savojbolaghi Pahlavi I
3 = House
:
18 Bolourchian Late Qajar 38 Nasehzadeh House Pahlavi I
) "J House
19 Khataei House Late Qajar 39 Etesami House Pahlavi I
20 Company House Late Qajar 40 Shahid Fakher Pahlavi I
House
ol
. ;1 [ r
Fel=y EE-i
| ]
\_I L | = ] =
Hrﬁz Q
Etesami House Solhjou House Heydarzadeh House Salmassi House
(Pahlavi I) (Late Qajar) (Mid- Qajar) (Early Qajar)
ANE-SW13 ANE-SW2 ANE-SE18 ANE-SW11
Fig. 2. Entrance Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Esmaeili Sangari & Omrani, 2014)
a)
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Fig. 3. Variations of Entrance Space Patterns in Terms of Location and Form from Early Qajar to First Pahlavi
Period in the Case Study Houses
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Fig. 4. Courtyard Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Afer, 2005; Esmaeili Sangari &
Omrani, 2015)
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Fig. 6. Iwan Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Keynejad & Shirazi, 2010)
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Fig. 8. Talar (Tonbi) Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Pashaei, 2005; Esmaeili

Sangari & Sangari, 2014)
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Fig. 9. Variations of Talar (Tonbi) Space Patterns in Terms of Location and Form from Early Qajar to First Pahlavi
Period in the Case Study Houses
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Fig. 10. Howzkhaneh (Pool Room) Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Esmaeili
Sangari & Omrani, 2014; Keynejad & Shirazi, 2010)
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Fig. 11. Variations of Howzkhaneh Space Patterns in Terms of Location and Form from Early Qajar to First Pahlavi
Period in the Case Study Houses
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Fig. 12. Kallei Room Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Asadzadeh, 2015; Pashaei, 2011)
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Fig. 13. Variations of Kallei Space Patterns in Terms of Location and Access from Early Qajar to First Pahlavi Period
in the Case Study Houses
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Fig. 14. Staircase Locations in Selected Case Study Houses (Redrawn by authors based on Keynejad & Shirazi, 2010;
Ne’mati, 1999)
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Fig. 15. Variations of Staircase Patterns in Terms of Location and Form from Early Qajar to First Pahlavi Period in
the Case Study Houses

—

L |

1
[I
i
|

\p
(73




1
1
]

€
ol

AY 1Y Olio /1 0 b 17 0599 . 1 Fo F (bl g sl

NIRRT DA FEXIBYXI ERWE RVE Y

5,506 sl madlge 5l 4_coama yuogd lgie a
e ‘_et“' a_ ‘QI)BQ U_“ B L aal> g_al)_u.u PR
il JLss dan 5 ) (i Sl elin 5l (S
pldas )0 oh g amsl> bl [LSLw jo oS
Bl 5 )l 9 6 Vs potie ;oS G (5,1
Bl dalad o, 8 Jolw B o as 005 oolgsls
b S5y b ol 4 a8 obles 655 e
r’B—W ‘d_uoL?- P ksa‘)jd}.a.a 9 6olda.§| ua.‘>L..u

i 5 0, g sl O] (St B 5 4
g Mol Bd > Jleas slalad o5 g slalas sl
B (HS w5 (21,5055 S 4y a5 (59l
izl g ol by, e o o iman 5,5 oy
&g ey a il Soled ,olie e slso L
3o Gaeg 59 Bl Senl (655 50 (gl
5 S )leme 5 (St Jslse S 3T L aailse
Sio el dagjlug 5 ool 5,y olosl Ly
et e an | 09 5 g0, Slocniz Cale Ladils
SS9y g A slalad g aaay cwo l Lalenas
A oy o slelad 4 o

R

SR> gapex N S8 5 ¥ o o

el 00l a5 e

Ladl ;o cou

alllhe oy5— lodiges Jdov g (o)

Asol> o Lo 0,5 g Layleanas | b osmo i
slagSIhasll L s ol ol asls 6,Lone g
Lo Ll dlio 5 Laals ol aus o JS
(Ol Job y0 oadoll sladgly S0 4 K05
—td g Sl gl aBlg e ol sanl i L
Sl ey o w0l ol (S )b sladils o ol s
Lo o3, )0 jmesd gl 4l dsal> j0 cuiol>
S 9 (SO A S5 50 i ;e oyl g
S s Ol 5 Lagl 2 ol 0 (Su;
ol g )Fo , Silel a sl wls sy |y asls a4
Sl i g DY gm0 Jle a0 5 Laals Hlas
eloizl gl o Slss o iy, a5 La 555 9
Glso b bl )l ad an golaidl 5 (cwlw ( Son )
Sl 09l (Slag o &jgma il il o 2
S S sl Laals oload sl o
ol ezl 5 S in s Lalse i sLnadlze
(S § i slalenas s L o slgy 4 S
L 59,5 Lalish 3y B 5 5,25 IS o
5 39> oBalr 5l OLS) ogmasm 13— (AT g9,
2o pLaliab g3t 5 ansly o T 5
aS ol slalad g Laglals « Syl slabls>
S s e 4y |y s i SSE B
Loals sload Lol w jl puw goai , 555 )05

Table 3. The Impact of Societal Factors on the Spatial Architecture of Tabriz Houses from the Qajar to the First

Main Drivers of Change Periods
Modern Education Qajar
" (Establishment of
§ modern schools) Pahlavi
]
=
= Secularization Qajar (Late Qajar)
) -
k] (Weaker_nr_lg role of Pahlavi
= religion)
]
; Population Growth Qajar
E
= Pahlavi I
O
Modern administrative Qajar
system (creation of Pahlavi
jobs, emergence of a
new social class)
Shift in the concept of Qajar
social security
4 Pahlavi I
]
<
«
=
E Consumerism, Qajar (Late Qajar)
] technology, and
S changesin fumiture and Pahlavi
= household items
=
]
«
=
2
= Social and economic Qajar (Late Qajar)
£ status
Pahlavi I
Increased interaction Qajar
with Western countries
Pahlavi I

Pahlavi Period
Societal Reflections

Tradition rejection (e.g., establishment of girls’
schools), emergence of public awareness
Increased female presence in society, social
participation, women entering the workforce
Decline of domestic privacy
Mandatory unveiling (Kashf-e Hijab),
dissolution of gendered spatial boundaries
Shift in economic and social preferences due to
rural-urban migration

Expansion of urban roads, rising land prices
and economic value

Youth seeking independence, shift from
extended to nuclear families, generational
separation, prioritization of individual life,
decline of traditional classes

Military reforms, formation of the Gendarmerie
and civil institutions (police and security
forces)

Increased military power, suppression of
uprisings

Creation of new spaces and functions,
introduction of foreign goods

Rise of pluralism, imitation, and luxury items,
spread of consumer culture

Shift in social relations
Adoption of new ideas and elements

Dispatch of students abroad, presence of
European teachers in Dar ul-Funun, Emerging
gender discourse changes, trend toward
monogamy

Decline of polygamy, rise in the social value of
women

Reflections in Interior Architecture of Houses

Reduction of boundaries for women’s spaces,
elimination of “Kalei” rooms

Removal of transitional spaces (Hashti and
corridor)

Reduction of separate male and female areas

Loss of intermediary spaces

Reduced house sizes, shrinking of courtyards and
open/semi-open spaces, removal or conversion of
continuous verandas into single balconies

Reduced house size and number of rooms,
spatial-mass separation, use of terraces and
balconies

Decline in importance of house privacy

Lower courtyard walls, open windows facing
streets, direct entrance into the house
(elimination of Hashti and corridor)

Start of specialized interior spaces, arrival of
furniture

Industrial objects gaining importance over
traditional spaces; redefinition of domestic space
organization, removal of elements like
Howzkhaneh, Sardab, and Iwan

Architectural impacts on entrances, guest areas,
and outer sections

Distinct patterns to emphasize identity and social
status

Elimination of multiple Andarunis, addition of
vestibules (sarsara), use of pediments (santooris)
in facades

Windows and balconies facing the street
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Table 3. The Impact of Societal Factors on the Spatial Architecture of Tabriz Houses from the Qajar to the First

Pahlavi Period
Main Drivers of Change Periods Societal Reflections Reflections in Interior Architecture of Houses
Urban Modernization Qajar Leveling and paving of pathways; emergence of Removal of entrance platforms

@ (street construction and streets as urban spaces
I i . . . P . . . .
< automobile entry) Pahlavi I Development of urban public spaces, increased ~ Reduction in house sizes, inclusion of dedicated
= social interaction, Prioritization of automobile car entrances
g traffic, beginning of housing commodification
§ Improvement of public Qajar Start of urban water piping systems Gradual relocation of the kitchen closer to living
= health conditions areas
E Pahlavi I Changing concepts of cleanliness, increasing Elimination of traditional water reservoirs (ab-
= attention to personal and public hygiene anbar) and emergence of indoor bathrooms
=
: Emergence of new Qajar Transformation in lifestyle and taste Introduction of furniture into interior spaces
g spatial functions and Pahlavi I Rise of bureaucratic lifestyle Transition of houses from multi-functional
=) uses (work, celebration, rest, etc.) to single-function

(residential/sleeping)

Iranian architecture in the
early Qajar period

The political.
economic, cultural,
and social system in

the early Qajar period
4

Examples of How Societal Factors Influenced the Architecture of Qajar and Early
Pahlavi Houses in Tabriz

Tran’s military defeat
in the wars with Russia

v
1 1 1 1 1 | I | | | The emergence of
| [= @ - - S
5 | § w S lle 3 e g |l g E g . conscious questioning;
2 E a8 .| 2 = ||E SE| 8 |[E e EllE g realization of Western
= = = = E
g1z |2 4 SE[EY| B||E ;= EETERIEEIRNIEY: gy g | |superiority and Iran’s own
28 |8 9|t g |z= = = =1 op 4| 8 —
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the beginning of broad
and gradual
transformations in the
political, economic,
cultural, and social
systems from the mid-
Qajar period

The onset of changes and
reforms in society

) 4
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Pahlavi Houses in Tabriz

Examples of How e of Qajar and Early

v
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Fig. 16. Impact of Transformations and Societal Factors on the Architecture of Qajar and First Pahlavi Period Houses
in Tabriz
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