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gto damage and potential destruction. Monographs play a vital role in preserving this
i architectural heritage by bringing attention to these overlooked structures, providing
i detailed analyses of their historical, cultural, and architectural significance. Despite the
i acknowledged significance of monographs in the field of architecture, there is currently
%a lack of a unified, comprehensive framework to guide the writing of such articles.
i Moreover, the lack of a clear set of guidelines can be particularly challenging for emerging
i researchers and students who seek to contribute to the body of knowledge on architectural
i monographs. A comprehensive guide would provide a roadmap for conducting rigorous
and impactful research, ensuring that monographs meet the highest standards of scholarly
{inquiry. The primary objective of this research is therefore to provide a comprehensive
iguide with pre-determined steps for conducting such research. This guide aims to
i standardize the process of writing architectural monographs, ensuring consistency and
rigor across different studies. By providing a clear framework for research, analysis, and
i documentation, this guide will empower researchers to produce high-quality monographs
ithat contribute significantly to the preservation and understanding of architectural
: heritage.

ETHODS: To achieve the objective of creating a comprehensive guide for writing

architectural monographs, the research methodology was designed to be both
%systematic and rigorous. The research was conducted in two main phases: a preliminary
ireview of existing monographs and a qualitative content analysis of a selected sample
i of articles. The first phase involved reviewing early examples of monographs to explore
i the origins of this subject in Iran and around the world. This initial review served to
provide a historical context for the study, tracing the evolution of monograph writing and
i identifying key milestones in the development of the field. By examining the early works,
{it was possible to gain insights into the motivations, approaches, and challenges faced by
i pioneers in architectural documentation. The second phase involved a qualitative content
analysis of 50 articles related to the field of architectural monographs published over the
i past 75 years. The selection of articles was based on their relevance to the research topic,
i their representation of different architectural styles and periods, and their availability. The
! articles were carefully chosen to ensure a diverse range of perspectives and approaches
gto monograph writing. The qualitative content analysis method was chosen to extract
i meaningful concepts and themes from the selected articles. This method allows for a deep
i understanding of the content, going beyond simple quantitative measures to explore the
i underlying meanings and relationships within the text. Each article was systematically
%analyzed to identify key concepts, themes, and methodological approaches used by the
iauthors.

INDINGS: The research findings reveal a clear structure in the creation of architectural
monographs, which is categorized into three primary stages: Identification,

: Historiography, and Architecture. Identification: This initial stage involves the selection
]
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?and direct observation of the building through field visits, as well as indirect observation
ithrough images and existing plans. The importance of this stage lies in the ability to
i personally experience the building and capture its essence through various visual media.
Historiography: The second stage focuses on the historical background and geographical
ilocation of the area where the building is situated, the time of its construction, its
i evolution over time, the builder and patrons, and the reasons for its name. This stage
i relies on sources such as geographical atlases, inscriptions, historical texts, travelogues,
%poems, and other relevant documents. Architecture: The final stage involves the
i architectural description of the building, detailing spatial elements, its apparent form,
§structure and construction methods, materials, and decorations. This stage requires a
i deep understanding of architectural principles and the ability to communicate complex
ideas in a clear and concise manner.

ONCLUSION: This research has provided a comprehensive guide for writing
H architectural monographs, detailing the essential stages and methods required to
i produce high-quality, impactful research. By providing a clear and standardized framework,
i this guide aims to promote consistency and rigor in architectural monograph writing,
gult'imately contributing to the preservation and understanding of architectural heritage.
i The findings emphasize the importance of each stage in the monograph process, from
{identification to historiography and architecture, providing a roadmap for researchers
i to follow. In conclusion, this research contributes to the field of architectural studies by
%providing a valuable resource for researchers, students, and professionals, ultimately
i advancing the understanding and preservation of architectural heritage.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i- Establishing a comprehensive framework for architectural monographic research to
i elevate article quality.

i~ Employing qualitative content analysis to extract concepts, categorize findings, and
define the stages of architectural monographing.

i - Introducing Credible Written and Visual Sources for each stage of monographing, such
i as travelogues, historical and geographical texts, poetry, maps and drawings, atlases, and
inscriptions used in buildings.
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Identifying the stages of monograph.

Fig. 1. Research Progress
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Table 1. Selection

Article Title Building Name Reasons for Selection of Building
Gonbad-e Sorkh of Gonbad-e Sorkh of 1. Severe damage
Maragheh Maragheh 2. Need for restoration

3. Beauty and elegance of the work

Jafarabad School, an Jafarabad School
Unknown Building from

the Safavid Era

1. Being unknown

Jameh Mosque of Ardabil Jameh Mosque of

Ardabil
Building of the Jameh Jameh Mosque of 1. Need for restoration
Mosque of Varamin Varamin
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2. Risk of destruction

1. Ruin of the building

Excerpt from the Article
“The tomb known today as Gonbad-e Sorkh is like a beautiful
statue with broken head and hands... Holes have been made
in its walls for lighting... Part of its inscriptions have been
destroyed... There is a fear that moisture will affect it and
destroy the tomb” (Behnam, 1963: 2)
“Jafarabad School is one of the few Safavid schools... Due to
the lack of intervention in the original building and being
unknown and exposed to destruction, it has been studied”
(Ahmadi & Javari, 2014: 132)
(Siro, 1997: 598)

(Khamseh, 2008: 73)
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Table 2. Observation

Article Title Building Name Type of Observation Excerpt from the Article
Retrieving the Plan and Nishapur’s Neshat Direct “First of all, a relatively intact clay fence with four semi-destroyed
Reinterpreting Unknown Gardens of Garden towers at the four corners and an opening in the southern wall and
Iran: A Case Study of Nishapur’s the ruins of two buildings and a number of scattered trees in the
Neshat Garden area are visible. Based on the remaining, the generalities of the
garden plan can be traced very vaguely...” (Etezadi & Golestani,
2018: 26)
Chehel Sotoun Mosque of Mulla Mulla Rustam Direct “... The way the external light is used is such that at all hours of
Rustam of Maragheh Mosque of the day, the amount of light is such that a person desires in such
Maragheh an environment. The light of the shabestan is neither so much as
to hurt the eye ... nor is it so insignificant that a person feels
depressed and sad in it...” (Varjavand, 1975: 5)
Visual Recreation of the Destroyed Ayeneh Khaneh Indirect The following images, from right to left, show the Ayeneh Khaneh
Ayeneh Khaneh Palace; An Example Palace Palace of Isfahan. These images and plans were recorded by
of Safavid-Era Palaces Dieulafoy, D’ Allemagne, and Coste, travelers of the Qajar era.
(Adili et al., 2015: 13-28) i
e W e 8
Isfahan’s Nagsh-¢ Jahan Square Isfahan’s Naqgsh-e Indirect The following images, from right to left, show Isfahan S Naqsh e
(Honarfar, 1971: 2-28) Jahan Square Jahan Square from the book illustrated Documents of Europeans
from Iran, Luberun’s travelogue, and Dleulafoy s photo archlve
Ancient Castle of Izadkhast and Its Izadkhast Castle Direct (Varjavand, 1972 60)
Historical Monuments
Moayer al-Mamalek Mosque and Moayer al-Mamalek Direct (Zarghami, 2006: 62)

School Mosque and School
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Table 3. Identification of Historical Background and Geographical Location of the Region

Article Title Building Name  Resources Used Excerpt from the Article
Shebeli Tower of Shebeli Tower Travelogues James Morier is perhaps the first traveler to have left a description of the Damavand
Damavand (Sheybani, of Damavand region... He says: “The first recognizable part of the village is an old minaret or tower
1986: 59-64) that is prominently located on top of a hill.” Charles Stuart reports “... they go up from
the main Damavand River on the slope of a hill and reach a brick tower, whose
construction date is unknown nor its use...”
Maps and The following images, from right to left, show a plan of the panorama of the city of
Images Damavand and the Shebeli Tower in its eastern area, by James Morier, and the map of
Jabal, Gilan, Mazandaran, Kumes, and Gorgan provinces by Le Strange.
x -'{,
afa:"*‘

Naraq Bazaar: The Holder ~ Naragh Bazaar Dictionary Naragh, which is currently par‘[ of Dehjan is located at approximately 34 degrees
of Natural Environment, latitude and 50 degrees and 50 minutes east longitude, and its altitude above sea level is
Historic Routes and the 1900 meters.

Qajar City Heritage Historical Texts ~ Zein al-Abidin Shirvani... in his book “Bostan al-Siaheh” in mentioning Naragh,

(Omrani Pour et al., 2018: describes it as a village in the Kashan regin with many gardens. Hasan Qomi in 378 AH

95-99) ... when he is engaged in describing the castles... mentions the name of Able Castle and

says: “This castle is near Naragh...”

Travelogue Hajj Sayyah, who was born in Mahallat and was familiar with the region, has compared
the situation of 1294 AH with the past situation of Naragh, which he had also seen...
He says: “Naragh was a very prosperous, profitable, and pleasant place that was called

Little India.”
Recent Le Strange has also spoken about this city: “Gonabad is a large city ...which Ibn Hawqal
Research called it “Yanabad” and Mugqaddasi called it “Janawad” and it has been called in other

forms...”
Jameh Mosque of Jameh Mosque Travelogues (Khamseh, 2008: 75)

Varamin and Its Beauties of Varamin
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Table 4. Building Construction Time (1)

Article Title
Chehel Sotoun Palace
(Honarfar, 1972: 6-11)

Building Name
Chehel Sotoun Palace

Resources Used
Inscriptions in the
Building

Excerpt from the Article
“According to a historical inscription that was unearthed in 1948... Chehel
Sotoun Palace was completed in the fifth year of the reign of Shah Abbas II in
the year 1057 AH...”

Poems of Poets

Saeb Malik al-Shu'ara, the court poet of Shah Abbas II, described the
Chehelsotun Palace in a long poem and stated the date of completion of this
building... The date of completion of this palace, calculated using the Abjad
letters, is 1057 AH...

Re-Commentary of Saadat Abad Garden of Historical Texts Qazi Mir Ahmad Hosseini Qomi in “Khulasat al-Tavarikh” said: “Shah ... in
Sa’adat Abad Garden of Qazvin this year (951 AH) had the idea to build a garden in Qazvin... He designed
Qazvin the garden in a square shape and named it Sa’adat Abad Garden...”

"A Comparative Qomi mentioned in the events of the thirty-fifth year of the reign of Shah
analysis of Abdi Beig Tahmasb I: “Also in this year (965 AH), the contrunction of mansions of
Shirazi’s poems and Sa’adat Abad Garden were completed including interior and exterior houses,

historical documents" the street and the royal court”
(Yarahmadi & Ansari, Hassan Beig Roumlou also wrote in Ahsan al-Tavarikh: “In this year (965
2017:31) AH), the Shah under the mercy of God transferred from the old Royal court

to the new Royal Court”
Alishah Citadel of Alishah Citadel Historical Texts Hamdollah Mostofi writes: ““... Khajeh Taj al-Din Alishah Gilani built a large
Tabriz (Anonymous, mosque in the city of Tabriz outside the Narmian ... larger than the Kasra Ivan
1972:41)

Travelogue Jean Chardin wrote about the construction of this mosque: “... There are 250
mosques in Tabriz, the largest of which is Alishah Mosque... This mosque
was built during the time of Taj al-Din Alishah Gilani, minister of Sultan
Muhammad Khodabandeh... in the south part of the city of Tabriz...”

Church of St. Stepanos Church of St. Stepanos Travelogue (Karang & Torabi, 1974: 16)

Table 5. Building Construction Time (2)

Article Title Building Name  Resources Used Excerpt from the Article
Qal’eh Dokhtar Qal’eh Dokhtar  Similar Buildings ~ “Qal’eh Dokhtar of Bajestan ... seems to belong to the Sasanian period because: Firstly, like
of Bajestan of Bajestan other castles of the Sasanian period, it is located on top of a high peak and next to one of the
Gonabad internal roudes of the plateau... Secondly, like other buildings and Dokhtar castles of the
Sasanian period, it has square and rectangular halls... Thirdly...” (Zamani, 1972: 259)
Table 6. Evolution of Buildings
Article Title Building Name  Resources Used Excerpt from the Article
The 'Baq Takht' The 'Baq Takht' Historical Texts “Atabak Qarache founded a garden north of Shiraz in the late fifth or sixth century AH,
Garden in Shiraz Garden in which was named Takht-e Qarache. The garden was vast and magnificent around the ninth
(Khoei & Shiraz century... Agha Mohammad Khan made changes to the garden and built a new building in
Garavandpour, it... With the construction of the new building, the garden was called Takht-¢ Qajar... ”
2010: 32-38) Drawn Designs The following images, from right to left, show designs of Baq - Takht in the late Safavid or
and Images early Afsharid era by Hofsted, in the late Qajar period by Dieulafoy, and in the late Qajar
period taken from the book “A Study in the Recognition of Iranian Gardens”
= el | &
o Y 240 . /
Visit to Soltaniyeh Soltaniyeh Historical Texts ... Sultan Mohammad Khodabandeh began building his dome next to the fortress and city
Dome, the Largest Dome of Soltaniyeh in the spring of 704 AH ... The shortcomings of the city, the dome, and other

Islamic Dome
(Gilani, 1973: 22-
23)

buildings of Soltaniyeh were completed by Sultan Abu Saeed Bahadur ... Mohammad
Khodabandeh ... built a lofty and very beautiful tomb for himself, which is one of the
masterpieces of world architecture ... He added schools, mosques, khanqahs, and ... to the
complex ”
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Table 7. Builder and Founders of the Building

Article Title Building Name Resources Used

Excerpt from the Article

Alisha Jilani Mosque
(Mashkour, 1970: 24)

Alishah Mosque Travelogue

Ibn Battuta... in his book “Rihla” describes this mosque: “... After that, we
reached a mosque that was built by the minister Alishah, known as Gilani...”

Historical and Geographical
Texts

Mahmoud ibn Mohammad ibn Agsarayi... writes: “Taj al-Din Alishah was a
benevolent minister and founded a mosque in Tabriz...”

Katib Celebi... writes: “Minister Khwaja Taj al-Din Alishah built a
magnificent mosque in the southwestern part of Tabriz, in the neighborhood
of Niyarmian, which is larger than Kasra Ivan ...”

Study and Analysis of Historical Texts
Architecture and
Ornaments of
Sepahsalar-e-Ghadim
Madrasa
(Neyestani et al., 2011:

180)

Sepahsalar-e-
Ghadim Madrasa

Etemad al-Saltaneh in his book “Sadr al-Tavarikh” states about this building:
“And among the glorious works of Mirza Mohammad Khan is his Madrasa
which he built in Dar al-Khilafah Tehran... This work is known as Sepahsalar
Madrasa...”

Study of historical Jameh Mosque Historical Texts

In “Mirat al-Buldan” it is stated: “The mosque in Kashan known as Jameh

evolution and of Kashan was built by Safieh Khatun, daughter of Malik Ashtar.”
formation of Jameh
Mosque of Kashan Naraqj, in his historical works on Natanz and Kashan, writes about the founder
(Alemi & Kamali of the Jameh Mosque: “This building is the oldest mosque and ancient
Zarchi, 2021: 42-43) structure inside the city of Kashan... which was founded by Safi al-Din Abu
Taher Kashi, known as Aziz al-Hazrat.”
Inscriptions in the Building  Elsewhere, the architect of the mosque is identified as Majid (Al-Qazi al-Jalil
- Al-Bana) as written on the inscription.
Goharshad Mosque of Goharshad Inscriptions in the Building  (Qassabian, 2005: 97)
Mashhad After Six Mosque
Hundred Years
Table 8. Reason for Naming the Building
Article Title Building Name Resources Used Excerpt from the Article
Bagh-e Khalatpooshan Bagh-e Travelogues Tavernier writes in his travelogue: “...The Shah often sends robes of honor
Tabriz and its Central Pond Khalatpooshan (khalat) to provincial governors as a sign of favor and attention. ... and usually, one
Pavilion (Kabir Saber & Tabriz or two farsakhs from each city, a Khalatpooshan (place for wearing robes of

Sadri Kia, 2008: 87)

honor) has been built, where the governor goes with his retinue, and the Shah’s

envoy also comes there with the robe of honor.”

Taj Abad Historic Garden of ~ Taj Abad Historical ~ Historical Texts ~ According to the book “Sarabe Zendegi” (The Mirage of Life) written by
Natanz Garden Jahangirkhan Riahi, Shah Abbas Safavid built this complex for his sister, Taj
(Mokhtari Taleghani & Khano. For this reason, this place is named Tajabad, and Tajabad Garden is located
Khosravi Javid, 2016: 63) in a village with the same name.
Rabat Sharaf Rabat Sharaf Recent (Daneshdoost, 1981: 2)
Researches
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Table 9. Spatial Elements

Article Title Building Name Resources Used
The Marvi Madrasa and its Marvi Madrasa Endowment
Developments during the Qajar
Period
Unknown monuments of Iran: Mortaz Ali Well Historical Texts

Mortaz Ali's well

Fath-Abad Garden Persian Fath-Abad Visit Report
Garden’s Renovation and the Garden
Original Indicators of the Persian
Garden
Re-recognition and Architectural ~ Jameh Mosque of Visit Report
Analysis of Jameh Mosque of Hamadan
Hamadan

Excerpt from the Article Text
... The school’s space included a large school, a small school, ...,
residences for the teacher, prayer leader, and students, and a public bath
and ... The main spatial element was the large school, which itself
comprised cells (Hujrehs) and teaching rooms (Madras), two mosques for
winter and summer, ... an entrance plaza (Jelokhan), a courtyard (Sah’n),
and an ivan. The courtyard of the large school was the main organizer of
the spaces, courtyard featuring four large gardens and a pool in their
center. Three teaching rooms were located to the north, south, east, and
west of the courtyard... (Heidarkhani & Ahari, 2021:97)
Forsat al-Dawla wrote about Mortaz Ali Well in his book “Asar-e Ajam”:
“...It is a spacious area where several rooms made of stone and plaster
have been built, along with two large water cisterns, and also a single-
doored room which is vast inside. In that room...” (Bahari, 1974: 60)
(Alehashemi, 2020: 10-11)

(Pourshabaniyan et al., 2018: 114)

Table 10. Exterior Form

Article Title Building Name Resources Used
Ostad Mosavverolmaleki House Ostad Visit Report
(Isfahan Painting House) Mosavverolmaleki
House
Historical Bazaar of Kashan Kashan Bazaar Travelogue

(Shateri, 2006: 175)

Architectural Features and Khosro Abad Mansion, Visit Report
Decorations of Khosro Abad Sanandaj
Mansion, Sanandaj
Chahar Bagh of Isfahan Chahar Bagh of Isfahan Travelogue

Excerpt from the Article Text
“Due to the house’s location in the hot and dry climate of Isfahan, it is
built in an introverted and enclosed manner. Most openings face the
central courtyard, and the exterior facades have minimal connection with
the interior of the building...” (Kiani & Madanian, 2015: 5)
Pictro Della Valle writes about the Kashan Bazaar: “Inside the city, as
usual, the bazaar’s roof is covered, and on both sides, there are relatively
good buildings. In the middle of the bazaar, there is a beautiful Chahar-
suq (crossroads) with new, white, clean walls and ...”
(Zarei, 2011: 131)

(Honarfar, 1970: 9)
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Table 11. Structure and Construction Method

Excerpt from the Article Text

“The dome of the shrine rests on four squinches (Pendentives). It is a single-shell,

low-rise dome. The neck of the dome is situated between the squinches and...”
(Zarei, 2002: 198)

Article Title Building Name Resources Used
Khidr Shrine of Khidr Shrine of Visit Report
Hamadan Hamadan
Charkhab, Achaemenid Cherkhab Palace Archaeological
Coastal Palace Report column

A Study on the Function
and Architecture of
Harunieh Tus Building

Harunieh Tus

“...After preparing the desired surface, the sub-base and foundation for the

bases were constructed, each with five or six large and small rubble

stones, forming a foundation to prevent heaviness and sinking of the column
bases, and were made in a square shape.” (Shirani & Abbasi, 2015: 21)

Visit Report

(Koohestani & Zarei, 2018: 73)

Jameh Mosque of Qaen

Jameh Mosque of Qaen

Visit Report

(Naderi,

1980: 103)

Table 12. Materials

Article Title Building Name Resources Used Excerpt from the Article Text
Studies of the Caravansary Inside City of Haj Safarkhani Visit Report “Stone, as the main material for the foundation and plinth, with
Hamadan Qajar Period Case Study Caravansara lime-mortar, and brick in the walls with gypsum-soil mortar,
Caravansara Haj-Safarkhany wooden beams in the second-floor loading area and old doors,
columns made of wood, and their bases of stone...” (Piri & Afshari
Azad, 2015: 216)
Deirkaj Caravansarai Deirkaj Visit Report “The construction materials of Deirkaj Caravanserai are indigenous
Caravansarai to the region and consist of rubble stones from nearby mountains,
which were entirely used in the fences, towers, room foundations,
etc. The elliptical arches and barrel vaults of the rooms, etc., were
constructed using brick.” (Arab, 2006: 99)
The Demon House Square Dome, a The Demon Visit Report (Hashemi Zarjabad et al., 2010: 86)
Newly-Discovered Sassanian Fire Temple House Square
Dome
Analysis of traditional architecture in Dar-al-hokoume Visit Report (Sanieepor et al., 2017: 79)
building the capital of Qajar period Mafkham
Mofakhem Monument
Table 13. Decorations
Article Title Building Name Resources Used Excerpt from the Article Text
Jameh Mosque of Varamin Jameh Mosque of Visit Report “The entrance portal of the Jameh Mosque of Varamin, located on its
Varamin northern side, consists of arched niches and recesses both inside and out,
serving as decorative elements in various parts of the portal. On these
architectural elements, tilework and brickwork decorations in geometric,
vegetal, and calligraphic patterns have been executed.” (Farahani, 2002:
45)
A research about quiddity of Khan Khan Mosque Visit Report (Amiri Azar, 2019: 21)
Mosque in jahrom, A dome based
mosque in Fars province
The Radiant Jewel of Safavid Sheikh Lotfollah Visit Report (Honarfar, 1977: 11)
Architecture in Isfahan Mosque
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Arg-e Alishah

Jameh Mosque of Na'in

khan Mosgue of ;ahrom

Haj Safarkhani Caravanserai

khosro Abad Mansion of Sanandaj

Jameh Mosque of Qazvin

Three Tower Tombs from the Seljuk

Three Tower Tombs from the Seljuk

Jameh Mosgque of

Taj Abad Garden of Natanz

Alishah Mani Mosque

Dome of Soltanfyeh

MNaraq Bazaar

Jameh Mosque of Varamin

Jameh Mosque of Varamin

Jameh Mosque of Kashan

MNeshat Garden of Neyshabur

Marvi School

Kashan Bazaar
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque of Isfahan

Dar-od-Hokoumeh Mofakham Mansion

chahar Tagi of Khaneh-ye Div

Dedr-g Kaj Caravanserai

Jameh Maosque of Qaen
Harouniyeh Budlding of Tous

Charkhab Palace

Khizr Tomb of Hamadan

Chahar Bagh of Isfahan

Master Maosavar-ol-Molki House

Jameh Mosque of Hamadan

Fath abad Garden of Kerman

Maortaz A Well
Robat-e Sharaf Caravanserai

khal'at Pooshan Garden

Geoharshad Mosque of Mashhad

Sepahsalar Mosque and School

Takht Garden of Shiraz

Ghaleh Dokhtar of Mmazar-e Bajestan

Saint Stepanos Church

Sa'adat abad Garden of 1sfahan

Chehel Sotoun Palace

Shibli Tower of Damavand

Moayyer al-Mamalek Mosque and

Izadkhast Castle

Magsh-e kahan Square

Ayineh Khaneh Palace

Molla Rostam Mosgque of Maragheh

Jameh Mosque of Ardabd

Jafarabad School

Red Dome of Maragheh oo eeee—————
IO Q0 1000
marchitecture Whistoriography M Iidentification

Fig. 2. Analysis of monograph stages in the articles
cited in this study
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Fig. 3. Architecture monograph stages
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