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i planning over the past three decades. Although extensive research has emphasized the
%importance and necessity of designing and implementing child-friendly urban spaces,
i their realization—particularly in developing countries such as Iran—remains limited.
i One approach that has the potential to bridge the gap between research and practice
{in small-scale urban projects while maximizing public participation is tactical urbanism.
§Recognized as an emerging movement in urban planning, tactical urbanism promotes
i spontaneous, participatory, and community-led interventions in urban spaces. By
i emphasizing low-cost, short-term, and high-impact projects, this approach seeks toimprove
i the quality of urban environments through the direct involvement of local communities.
%This study aims to examine the application of tactical urbanism in the creation of child-
i friendly urban spaces and to develop a procedural and content-based framework for
i facilitating urban design with children through the tactical urbanism approach.

ETHODS: This applied study adopts a qualitative research strategy to examine the

application of tactical urbanism in the creation of child-friendly urban spaces. Within
{ thisframework, an appropriate case study was selected, and data were collected fromafocus
group of 15 children living in the Sang-e Siah neighborhood, located in the historic fabric of
i Shiraz. Participants were recruited through convenience sampling in response to a public call
{issuedbyalocalnon-governmentalorganization (NGO)activelyworkinginthe neighborhood.
i The focus group was facilitated by the researchers and conducted over three sessions
comprisingfourstages, heldatone-weekintervalsinthe MoshirMosque, locatedintheSang-e
i Siahneighborhood of Shiraz. Following thetactical urbanism process, theinitial stage focused
¢ onbuildingempathyandtrustamongparticipants.Subsequently,datawere collectedthrough
i group discussions, children’s drawings, and written essays prepared by the participants.
gThe data obtained at each stage were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The
i findings were then categorized into five main themes: (1) characteristics of children’s
i preferred urban spaces; (2) children’s assessment of the current conditions of their
i neighborhood; (3) site selection by children for a child-friendly space within the
neighborhood; (4) design development and scenario building for the selected site; and (5)
i the process of evaluating and selecting the preferred design alternative.

INDINGS: The findings of this study elucidate the tactical urbanism process for

creating a child-friendly urban space. The results demonstrate that a thorough
i understanding of local characteristics and the specific context of project implementation
gplays a decisive role in informing decisions related to tactical urbanism interventions.
iFrom a substantive perspective, the findings provide valuable insights into
ithe characteristics of child-friendly urban spaces as perceived by children
ithemselves. They indicate that safety and security, greenery, the availability
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?of appropriate play and recreational facilities, and the cleanliness and hygiene
iof public spaces are the attributes that children consider most important.
i From a procedural perspective, the study presents a five-stage tactical urbanism process
gconsisting of empathy, problem definition, ideation, project implementation, and testing.
i Furthermore, it explains how these stages correspond to the design process of creating
i a child-friendly urban space at the neighborhood scale, providing a practical procedural
gframework for participatory urban design with children.

ONCLUSION: The findings of this study suggest that tactical urbanism provides an
H appropriate framework, both conceptually and procedurally, for implementing child-
i friendly urban projects. Beyond supporting the realization of the essential qualities of
i child-friendly urban spaces, this approach enables children—the primary users of these
ispaces—to actively participate in decision-making and implementation processes.
Furthermore, given the low-cost, rapid, and flexible nature of tactical urbanism
i interventions, their application is particularly valuable in developing countries such as Iran,
i where limited financial resources and lengthy bureaucratic procedures often hinder urban
i quality improvement projects. By requiring relatively modest investment and minimal
administrative complexity, tactical urbanism projects can enhance public satisfaction with
i urbanspacesandstrengthenresidents’senseofplaceattachmentandneighborhoodidentity.
i The findings of this research provide an initial conceptual and procedural framework that
i can serve as a practical guide for community-based organizations, urban planners, urban
designers, and policymakers involved in urban management. This framework can facilitate
i the planning and implementation of child-centered tactical urbanism projects in Iranian
: cities.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Tactical urbanism provides an effective process-oriented framework for creating child-
i friendly urban spaces.

- The simultaneous collection of verbal, written, and visual (drawing-based) data through
i focus group discussions facilitated by an urban designer can foster a shared understanding
i of child-friendly urban spaces between children and urban designers.
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Table 1. Comparison of several similar concepts in the field of tactical urbanism

Title Normative approach Scale Time frame Interventionists Process
1 Acupuncture Participatory and bottom-up; Micro Long-term and Urban experts Scientific process
Urbanization Under governance supervision permanent
2 Guerrilla Urbanism Bottom-up; Without government Micro Short-term; Temporary People Without prior
interference planning and suddenly
3 DIY Urbanism Bottom-up; Without government ~ Micro & Short-term; Temporary People With/ Without prior
interference Meso /permanent planning
4 Tactical Urbanism Participatory and bottom-up Micro & Short-term; Temporary People/ Popular With/ Without prior
Meso /permanent institutions planning
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Table 2. Survey steps in the child-centered focus group

Steps Target

Data collection method Analysis method

1 Problem Statement Empathy and Trust Building
Topic Outline

Children's own description of
their favorite urban space

Oral conversation (group)

Qualitative content analysis of

Drawing dialogue text

Note-taking (essay) Image content analysis

Essay text content analysis

2 Current situation Assessing the current state of the Questionnaire Descriptive and frequency
Assessment neighborhood and local spaces statistics
from the perspective of children
3 Site Selection Choosing a space for child- Verbal description of proposed spaces for children Statistical frequency

centered tactical interventions by
children

and then voting by them along with explanation of

Qualitative analysis
reasons

4 Analysis of drawing
plans (statistical
frequency)

Ideation and feasibility in the
form of tactical interventions

Oral discussion about possible ideas in the form of

Analysis of drawing plans

tactical urbanism (Statistical Frequency)

Presentation of images of similar projects
Drawing of a plan of tactical interventions

proposed by the children
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Fig. 2. Location of Sang-Siyah neighborhood in Shiraz
city and in the historical fabric area (District 8 of Shiraz
Municipality)
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Table 3. Favorite urban space from the perspective of children (Content analysis of group interviews in the focus group)

Examples mentioned in the conversation Coding Abundance Category
1 Be clear, Be light Space lighting 8 Adequate and suitable
2 It should not be damaged Physical dimensions and suitable facilities 5 equipment
The equipment should be in good condition
3 Have play equipment Suitable play and entertainment facilities 6
4 Be clean, Do not litter Environmental cleanliness 8 Cleanliness
5 Be green, Have trees Greenery of space 15 Greenery
6 There should be no bad people there Feeling of safety 6 Comfort: Safety and
There should be no thieves and drug addicts security
We should not be afraid of there
7 Cars and motorbikes should not pass Car safety 4

Table 4. Favorite urban space from the perspective of children (Content analysis of drawings by children present in the
focus group)

Components in paintings Coding Abundance Category Sample paintings

1 Tree and grass Greenery in space 15 Nature-oriented —
2 Sky, sun, cloud Clean Air 11 ‘T_

Nature-oriented b w5 8 d S
3 Play equipment Games and entertainment facilities 3 Suitable equipment S— el
4 Chairs and benches Suitable furniture 3 l:' . Tf
5 Electric lamppost Proper lighting 1 @ - _
6 Home Safety and shelter 14 Sense of security I' .’—- 'a — .“ r
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Table 5. Favorite urban space from the perspective of children (Content analysis of the notes (essays) of children present
in the focus group)

Selected phrases and sentences from the essay Coding Abundance Category

1 Grass covered all over the place Greenery in the space 10 Nature-oriented

2 A park with a pool Water in the space 6

3 I like colorful houses Color in the space 6 Aesthetic Dimensions

4 Have a juice and ice cream shop. The coexistence of compatible and 4 Compatible uses
Have a food shop. complementary uses

5 Everywhere should be clean. Environmental cleanliness 5 Cleanliness
There should be no trash.

6 Let's go there with the family. Inclusive and family-friendly space 10 Social dimensions
Let's all be together.

7 ‘We should not be afraid of anything there! Feeling of security, safety and comfort 7

No cars or motorbikes.

Table 6. Evaluation of neighborhood urban spaces (Findings from the questionnaire)

Index Questionnaire item Average Average
index

1 Feeling of security and peace I am feeling safe in the neighborhood. 1 1.6
My security is guaranteed in the neighborhood. 2.5
I am present in the neighborhood without fear of violence or harm. 1.7

2 Security I can walk around the neighborhood without fear of accidents or cars passing by. 2.6 2.6

3 Environmental cleanliness and hygiene I live in a clean and tidy neighborhood. 3.8 3.8

4 Access to local services I have access to all the educational and health services I need. 4.1 3.8
The park, school, health center, and places I need to go to are in convenient 34
locations.
There are enough parks and green spaces in the neighborhood. 4

5 Education The quality of education in schools and extracurricular classes in the 4.1 4.1
neighborhood is adequate.

6 Park, play area and recreation There are good parks and play and recreation areas in the neighborhood. 3 3

7  Participation I participate in social and cultural events (celebrations and ceremonies). 39 3.5
My opinion is asked about the design and planning of neighborhood spaces. 3.25

8 Sence of attachment to place I love my neighborhood. 3.7 3.7
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Table 7. Survey of children in choosing space for tactical interventions

R for agr t and choi R for opposition/non- Number  Coding (Criteria for selecting a child-friendly space
selection of Agrees  from the perspective of children)
Space It has a tree! The floor is dirty and dirty 4 The importance of greenery in choosing a space from the
No.1 There is a beautiful house next to it!  Get away from us! child's perspective
It is green! It's a crowded place! -The importance of proximity to symbolic and identity-
Space It has a large area Give us a ride! 9 based elo?ments in the play space from the child's
No.2 It's close to the mosque There are too many cars there! persp’ectlve .
Everyone can easily come here The wall is broken! -The 1mpf)rtance of appropriate wall and floor
There's a supermarket next to it! constmctlon -
It's close to my remedial class! -The importance of access to the space from the child's
It's close to our house. perspfsctlve o
Everyone can come and go. -The importance of calm and lack of crowding in
choosing a space
Space  It's close to our house. There are no trees! 2

No.3 It has open space. The wall is black!

-The importance of avoiding noise pollution for the child
-Safety from vehicle movement

-Appropriate and sufficient scale and opening of space
for play and activity

-The existence of compatible and service-providing uses
in the vicinity
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Establishing seating areas with
low-cost elements

Drawing possible games on the
floor of space

Establishing a food kiosk adjacent
to the space
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Decorative items and public art with a
child-friendly approach

Painting walls and additional elements

in space

Table 8. Analysis of proposed plans drawn by children in ideating tactical interventions

Element drawn on the plan Number Percentage  Coding (Tactical interventions for children in improving the
quality of space)
1 Tree 16 100 Increasing greenery and vegetation cover
2 Snakes and Ladders, Chess, and other games using 14 87.5 Preparing space and flooring for games
floor construction
3 Lights 13 81.25 Improving lighting and illumination
4 Umbrella 12 75 Installing temporary shade structures during hot seasons
5 Chair 9 56.25 Low-cost furniture and seating arrangements
6 Water feature 7 43.75 The presence of water in space
7 Kiosk 1 6.25 Establishment of food kiosks
8 Trash can 4 25 Helping to keep the environment clean
9 Statue 2 12 Installation of environmental elements and public art
Sample
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Fig. 5. Conceptual framework of the research: Adapting the layers of tactical urbanism and child-friendly urban
design process
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