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iterms of discontinuity, multiplicity of meaning, and the absence of a central signifier.
i Drawing on the concepts of deconstruction, discourse, signifier, signified, difference, trace,
i absence, and critical history, the present study examines the formation of the discourse of
deconstructive architectural history and seeks to demonstrate how architectural history can
i be understood not as a fixed and closed narrative, but as a dynamic network of meanings,
i readings, and continuous reinterpretations. The main research problem concerns how
i deconstructive architectural history rereads the architectural past and how this approach
 differs from conventional narratives of architectural history. Accordingly, the study aims
%to explain the theoretical foundations of the discourse of deconstructive architectural
i history, identify its fundamental components, and compare this approach with classical
i architectural historiography. The study also seeks to demonstrate that deconstruction
{is not merely a formal or aesthetic approach, but rather a theoretical framework for
rethinking the concepts of history, meaning, and the identity of architectural works.

ETHODS: The research adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology
: based on discourse analysis. Data were collected through documentary research,
including books, scholarly articles, and theoretical writings on deconstruction, architectural
i history, and contemporary architectural theory. The analytical framework is primarily
i derived from Jacques Derrida’s philosophy of deconstruction, while also incorporating
%discussions of discourse and architectural criticism found in contemporary architectural
 literature. The study systematically analyzes concepts such as discourse, différance, trace,
i absence, presence, floating signifiers, binary oppositions, and the critique of metaphysics.
i These concepts are then examined within the context of architectural historiography to
identify their influence on historical interpretation. Moreover, selected architectural works,
i particularly those designed by Peter Eisenman, are examined as practical manifestations
i of deconstructive thought in architectural design and historical representation.

INDINGS: The findings demonstrate that deconstructive architectural history

fundamentally differs from conventional architectural historiography. Instead of
%presenting history as a chronological sequence of styles and movements, it interprets
i history as a plurality of competing discourses whose meanings remain unstable and
i continuously open to reinterpretation. Architectural history, therefore, becomes a
i textual field in which no single narrative can claim absolute authority. The study reveals
%that Derrida’s critique of metaphysical presence undermines the assumption of fixed
iand permanent historical meanings. Architectural works are consequently understood
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ias systems of signs whose meanings emerge through relationships of difference rather
ithan through essential or original identities. Accordingly, historical interpretation shifts
{from the discovery of an objective past toward the production of multiple critical
greadings of architectural texts. The research further indicates that deconstruction
i emphasizes marginalized narratives, neglected architectural traditions, and overlooked
§historica| voices. Rather than reinforcing dominant historical accounts, deconstructive
i historiography seeks to expose hidden assumptions and reveal the ideological structures
underlying established historical narratives. As a result, architectural history evolves from
ia closed and hierarchical discipline into an open interpretive process.

ONCLUSION: The study concludes that deconstructive architectural history provides

an alternative theoretical framework for understanding the relationship between
i architecture and history. By rejecting fixed historical narratives and embracing multiplicity,
%ambiguity, and critical interpretation, deconstruction reconceptualizes architectural
i history as an open discourse rather than a definitive historical record. This approach
i expands the scope of architectural historiography by incorporating forgotten narratives,
i questioning dominant historical assumptions, and emphasizing the interpretive nature of
historical knowledge. It also demonstrates that architectural meaning is never fixed but is
§continuous|y reconstructed through cultural, social, and intellectual contexts. Ultimately,
i the discourse of deconstructive architectural history offers significant theoretical potential
ifor contemporary architectural research, criticism, and historiography. It encourages
%scholars to reconsider the foundations of historical interpretation and provides new
i methodological possibilities for investigating architectural texts beyond conventional
i stylistic and chronological frameworks.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Explains the theoretical foundations of the discourse of deconstructive architectural
¢ history based on Jacques Derrida’s thought and reinterprets the concept of history within
the theoretical framework of deconstruction.

i - Demonstrates that deconstructive architectural history, by challenging linear and style-
i based narratives, presents history as an open, multilayered text subject to continuous
i reinterpretation.

- Proposes a theoretical framework for the critical analysis of architectural works and
iarchitectural historiography through concepts such as discourse, différance, trace,
i presence and absence, and decentering.
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Table 1. Summary of Studies on Architectural History

Research Topic / Title Researcher / Author Year
1 Building the Architectural Landscape: A History of the Clinton Fordham 2020
Poetics of Technology in the Postwar Era
2 Deconstruction: A Methodology for Reading Yasim Duygu Ergiliney 2018
Architectural History
Rethinking Architectural History Dana Arnold & Paul Davies 2016
4 Re-opening the Early Historiography of Modern Gevork Hartoonian 2014
Architecture
5 What Is Architectural History? Andrew Leach 2010
6 Rethinking Architectural Historiography Dana Arnold, Elvan Altan Ergut & Belgin Turan Ozkaya 2006
Eds.
7 Reading Architectural History Darga Arr)lold 2002
8 Theorizing a New Agenda for Architecture: An Kate Nesbitt 1996
Anthology of Architectural Theory 1965-1995
9 History for Architectural Education University of Cincinnati 1980
10 The Rise of Architectural History David Watkin 1981
11 Historiography of Iranian Architecture Nasrin Golijani 2007
12 Architectural History as Knowledge Mohammad Gholamali Fallah 2017
13 Interpretive-Historical Research in Architecture David Wang; translated by Mehrdad Ghayoumi Bidhendi 2009
14 The Theory of the Spirit of the Age in the Periodization Mehrdad Ghayoumi Bidhendi 2007

of Iranian Architectural History
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Table 2. Different Perspectives on History across Historical Periods

Historical Period Pre-Modernism

Historical Thought Idealism

Elements of History Event

Modernism Postmodernism
Hegelian Historicism Post-structuralism; Critical
History
Spirit of the Age (Zeitgeist) Discourse

Methodology of History Descriptive—Historical

Explanation within the
Historical Context

Genealogy; Deconstruction;
Discourse Analysis

Direction of History Linear and Future-Oriented Teleological Entangled and Indeterminate
1900 1960
Premodernism Modernism Postmodernism
General
History . ] . ] ] >
Historicism: Future-Oriented: Critical Reconsideration:
Monumental History Hegelian History Critical History
Historicism Postmodern Critical History
Architectural >
History ]
Stylistic Narrative Multiple Postmodern
Narratives
Example: Sigfried Giedion’s
Architectural History Phenomenological Architectural History
Deconstructive Architectural History

The Emergence of Architectural History
as an Independent Discipline

Micro Architectural Histories
xamples:
- Meaning in Western Architecture: Norberg-Schulz
- Urban Theory: Edward Soja

1.
2.
3. Post-structuralist Architectural History
4,
E

Fig. 1. The Evolution of Perspectives on History Based on Nietzsche’s Thought in Comparison with the Development
of Architectural History
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Table 3. Summary of Key Concepts in the Philosophy of Deconstruction (Ahmadi, 2018)

Concept Description

1 Metaphysics of Presence A semiotic assumption according to which meaning is considered to be always present.

2 Binary Oppositions The human mind tends to understand phenomena by categorizing them into opposing binary
pairs, such as male/female, up/down, left/right, and dark/light.

3 Antagonism The process of conflict with other discourses in order to establish one’s own identity while
excluding and marginalizing the other.

4 Trace Derrida’s concept referring to the trace that one sign leaves upon other signs.

5 Shifting Attention from the Center to  Derrida maintained that the margin always complements the text. In his philosophy, he sought

the Margins to bring the margins to the center of attention.
6 History In post-structuralist thought, history is understood as critical history or the history of the

present.
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Table 4. Summary of Analytical Tools Used in Discourse Analysis (Laclau & Mouffe, 2016)

Analytical Tool
1 Element
2 Sign
Nodal Point

Description

A component of a discourse that may take the form of a proposition, statement, or sign.
A sign is formed by the combination of a signifier and the signified to which it refers.

A privileged element within a discourse around which all other discursive elements acquire

An element whose meaning has not yet been determined or temporarily fixed.

The mechanism through which the elements of a discourse are placed in meaningful

A sign whose meaning has been fixed within a discourse.

Hegemony refers to dominance. When a particular meaning becomes fixed for a signifier, even

temporarily, that signifier becomes hegemonic. The hegemonization of a signifier implies the
hegemonization of the entire system of meaning and its identity.

meaning.
4 Floating Signifier
Articulation
relationships with one another.
6 Moment
7 Hegemony
8 Regime of Truth

A system of meaning established by a discourse, through which a particular version of truth is

constructed and rendered hegemonic.
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Table 5. Comparison of the Sign Structure of Hegelian and Deconstructive Discourses of Architectural History

Architectural History in the Hegelian Architectural History Deconstructive Architectural History
Modern and Postmodern Periods
Dominant Episteme Metaphysics of Presence Metaphysics of Difference
Nodal Point Spirit of the Age (Zeitgeist) Absence of History
Some of the Most Important Style Discourse

Floating Signifiers Stylistic analysis: classification of works based on ~ Discourse analysis of architectural movements

similarities within predetermined historical based on difference.
periods and analysis of works according to the
Zeitgeist of each period.

Historical Context A Multidimensional Context

A multidimensional context consisting of
various factors, ranging from the subject’s
mentality to different contextual conditions and
power relations involved in the creation of a

work.
Characteristics of Historical Objective Subjective
Narration Grand Narrative Multiple Micro-Narratives
Linear and Continuous Discontinuous
Center-Oriented History History of the Margins and Subalterns
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Fig. 5. Eisenman’s House II (1975): The designer’s
physical reading of the site’s history and the
incorporation of a historical sign into the present-day
context.

Fig. 6. Casa del Fascio (Headquarters of the Italian
Fascist Party), designed by Giuseppe Terragni (1936):
The designer’s physical reading of the site’s history
and the incorporation of a historical sign into the
present-day context.
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Fig. 3. Wexner Center for the Visual Arts (1982):
Eisenman approached the site as a palimpsest and
identified traces of a former military barracks in
its history, which he referenced in the design as a

historical sign.

Fig. 4. Wexner Center for the Visual Arts: The
designer’s physical reading of the site’s history and the
incorporation of a historical sign into the present-day
context.
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Fig. 8. Castelvecchio Museum (Garden of the Lost
Steps)
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Table 6. Summary of Deconstructive Approaches to Architectural History

Discourse of Architectural History

Deconstructive Architectural History

Hegelian Architectural History

Approach to History

Postmodern philosophy of history:

Hegelian Historicism

Nietzsche, Foucault, Derrida

Approach to Architectural History
Use of History in Architectural Design

Critical Reconsideration

Eclectic Style

Stylistic Approach
Palimpsest; Presentness

Narrative Structure of Architectural History

Multiple Micro-Histories

Grand Narrative of Architectural

History
Examples of Architectural Historiography The Architectural History of Canterbury Space, Time and Architecture by
Cathedral by Robert Willis Sigfried Giedion
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15. Georg Wihelm Friedrich Hegel
16. Borden Peter.

17. Ricciotti Rudy.

18. Colquhoun Alan (1921-2012).
19. Kate Nesbitt

20. Pierre Bourdieu (1930-2002).
21. Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995).
22. Daniel Libeskind

23. Palimpsest
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