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Fig. 1 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Light and creating
new images on tile motifs (Najmabadi, 2003:37)
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Fig. 2 Hakim Mosque in Isfahan, the play of light
and shadow (Noor Bakhtiar, 2001: 32)
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Fig. 4 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Symbolic Light
Radiation, Spiritual Light (Najmabadi, 2003:73)
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Fig. 5 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Radiation of
controlled light in the shabestan space and creating
spots of light (Najmabadi, 2003: 35)
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Table 1: An analytical model of the position of light in Quran
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Table 2: An analytical Model of the Position of Light in Quran

The Number of

- Description Variable Variable Name Row
Repetitions
20 Lighting X1
18 Guidance X2 2
7 Guiding throggh Darkness to X3 3
Light
The Contrast of Light and
6 Darkness X4 4
4 God X5 5
Prophet of God X6

Three direct References
6 Three Indirect The Book of Quran X7 7
References
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1 The Book of Gospel X8 8
2 The Book of Torah X9
One direct Reference
4 Three Indirect Islam X10 10
References
1 Revelation X11 11
10 Faith X12 12
11 wisdom and Truth X13 13
6 Insight and Ayvareness and X14 14
Vision
The Light Source of the World,
I Light All Light X135 15
Sunlight and Moonlight
2 (Sunshine and Moonlight) X16 16
1 Lamp X17 17
1 Time Indicator X18 18
AY F Y
v

Table 3: An analytical Model of the Position of Light in Quran

Variable

The Number of Repetitions Description Variable Row
Name
20 Lighting X1
18 Guidance X2 2
7 Guiding through Darkness to Light Guiding through
13 Darkness to Light and X34 3
6 The Contrast of Light and Darkness The Contrast of Light
and Darkness
4 God
Prophet of God
6 The Book of
14 Quran P Gl(l) dt’ f.
The Book of rophet of,
Including 9 1 Gospel The Book of God The Book of, X5-11 4
common funds ) The Book of Islam '
Torah And Revelation
4 Islam
1 Revelation
10 Faith . .
19 . Faith, Wisdom and
Including common 11 Wisdom and Truth Truth, Insight and X12-14 5
funds 6 Insight and Awareness  Awareness and Vision
and Vision
The Light Source of
1 the World, Light All X15 6
Light
Sunlight and
2 Moonlight (Sunshine X16 7
and Moonlight)
1 Lamp X17
1 Time Indicator X18
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Fig. 7 Circular diagram, light and its related concepts in the Quran from table 3
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Light and Its Related Concepts
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Fig. 8 Frequency diagram, light and its related concepts in the Quran
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Fig. 9 Histogram diagram



& URBANISM, VOL. 10, NO. 17
1vaA Owb B)L@ AV G)Loa:: AR 090

SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL OF IRANIAN ARCHITECTURE ol 6300 5 3 5ok ool oy
108 Spring & Winter 2019 ‘A

Light and its related Concepts

35
30
25
20
15
10

X18 X17 X16 X15 X12-14 X5-11 X3-4 X2 X1

Expon. ((
2 per. Mov. Avg. ((

Fig. 10 Cumulative Polygon Graph

(Y ) oloxo 0 Lo i

QR )

Fig. 11 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque, Moving from
darkness to light (Najmabadi, 2003:15)
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Fig. 12 Sheikh Lotf-Allah Mosque and a
Manifestation of Light Radiation (Sadeqi Fasa’i,
2005:20)

Light with radiation effects is effective in creating
spirituality in space. On the other hand, it represents
time by its location and
How it enters and has a role in understanding time
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Light plays a profound role in evoking meaning through architectural spaces. This has
been strikingly manifested in the architecture of religious monuments particularly in
mosques. From long ago, architects and builders have been exploring lighting effects
reflected in many mosques and religious monuments, while figuring out the created
meaningful visual effects in such architectural spaces. From an insightful perspective
influenced by Islamic teachings, Iranian architects consider light a spirit casted on the
structure to create a meaningful depiction. This paper attempted to examine how the
concept of light in Quran has influenced the Iranian architectural style. It is assumed
that implications from Quranic verses portray a transition from darkness to light and
the contrast between light and dark, which can be considered a valuable role-model in
the Iranian architecture. The research methodology involved an interpretive-
qualitative approach, and content analysis of Quranic scripture. The results of
research indicate that the contrast of light and darkness, as well as involvement of
light and shadow (dark) in architecture and the guidance through darkness to the light
are amongst valuable concepts manifested in Iranian architecture, the concepts which
are repeatedly referred to in Quranic instructions and have been of a great value in
creating spiritual space. Light and shadow function as an allegory of the two valuable
concepts of light and darkness in Quran, and guidance from shadows (darkness) to
light, besides physical and spiritual aspects, is semantically worthy of consideration.

Key words:

Light, Quran, Architecture, Architecture of religious spaces, Iranian mosques,
Meaning in architecture.
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